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Live 9:30am
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pm, Zoom

MISSION STATEMENT:
“Following Jesus for the glory of God
and our neighbors good”
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We are now worshiping in the sanctuary. We
are making some changes to help protect our
members and their loved ones.
We will also have the worship Live on
YouTube at the time of worship.
We ask members to continue practicing safe
distancing and health practices, we will be
providing some materials and tools to help.
 There will be a greeter to open the doors for
members.
 The Offering Box will be located at the back
of the sanctuary, we will not be passing the
plate.
 We will also have on the back table: bulletins, Purell, and gloves for those wish.
 We will also have masks available for those
who need or want one. Masks are strongly
encouraged. They are most effective stopping the viruses as they leave a person.
 We will have pews taped off to help maintain
social distancing; families may of course sit
together.
 We will be dismissing the worshippers by
rows, just as we would for a wedding or funeral.
 We ask that members visit outside of the
building, in the fresh air.
Worship will look a little different, more like the
worship that we were producing for YouTube a
few weeks ago.


Deacon Policy on Helping People
People who are in the hospital or sick should call Pastor Andrew, their deacon or a deacon-on- call.
Prayer List: Please contact the office for prayer concerns to be listed in the bulletin and newsletter. Include the person’s first and last name as well as the
relationship to you. Also, please inform the office
when a person’s name can be removed from the prayer list. Thank you.

Sunday, August 2th 4-6 pm
Once again, it is time for our Annual
“Back to School Blast”!

Back to School Blast is
an event our church
hosts for the families
and students who attend
Spring Hill Elementary,
located at 660 Lessig
Ave, Akron, OH

You can participate in any of the following ways:
Come at 3 pm to help with set-up.
Help during the event from 4-6 pm.
Help at 6:00 pm with tear down and clean up.

Social distancing and the use of mask are great
tools for risk reduction, but being inside the
building raises new risks.

Annual Church Picnic
for August 30 is
postponed due to Covid.

As such we will not be having communal singing to help keep people safe.
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Announcements
Pastor Andrew will be on vacation two weeks beginning
Saturday, August 29 until September 11. Please contact
the Deacons-on-Call with any concerns or questions you
might have during this time. On August 30 Mike Conner
will give the message and on September 6th Cindy Peel with
give the message.
New Website: We have changed our
web page to a different web page service, Weebly. It is now up and running. We welcome any church photos
over the years that would be a benefit
to the website.
District Reports: Our 2019 – 2000 District Board & Denominational Reports booklet is now available to read and
download online. Please visit www.nohcob.org/reports to
view. Copy on back table to look through.
Outdoor visits for Dick Putt: The visit has to be scheduled during the day.
Dick is at Danbury in Tallmadge—Apt.
226. Call Dick to schedule a time visit-234-901-6356.
Recognition of our graduates: Russell Young (college),
Kaite Rafferty (college), Jackson Tucker (high school),
Devin Stockwell (high school) Congratulations!
Commission and Executive Committee meetings will be
held on Wednesday, August 11, 2020
The Upper Room devotional for July/August can be found
by the entry door & online:
upperroom.org/standingorderchurches
Special music for Sunday services — if
you would like to offer your talents for the
on-line services, please contact Becky Kline
or Christine Kline on Music & Worship.
Kid’s Closet We are still in need of clothing donations and
monetary support. Keep this outreach program in your
prayers as the church serves the community in Christ.
Thanks to all who are helping with this program.
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Thank you from Joe
and Veronna: To all
the beautiful people
who sent us cards. To
Kim for the masks and
to the gals that brought
us the love balloon. It
really meant a lot.
Thanks.
Thanks from Inspiration Hills Camp:
Dear Springfield Church of the Brethren,
Thank you so much for your generous donation to Inspiration Hills! We are so blessed
to have your continued support for our camp
ministries. Please know your congregation
is in our prayers as well! God bless!
Thanks from On Earth Peace: Thank you
sor supporting the ministries of On Earth
Peace. Because of you, we are making a difference. Your gift of $100 received July
15th will ensure the message of peace and
justice continues to spread. Sincerely, Bill
Scheurer, Executive Director
Thanks from West View Manor
We received a letter of thanks for our recent
donation of $100 to West View Healthy Living, our district nursing and assisted living
community in Wooster, Ohio.
Thanks from CoB Mission and Ministry
for our contribution of $542.00.
David Steele, General Secretary.

Bible Study— Tuesday
Night Bible study is using
Zoom, meeting at 7 pm.
The Bible study group is
now studying the book of Acts. All are welcome to join using Zoom. The password is
“Agape”.

Pastor Andrew’s Message: August
We need to speak and live the
Gospel and the Kingdom with boldness and without hindrance
and place the teachings of Jesus
before ego and society.
We have been working through the Acts of the Apostles, both in worship and in Tuesday Bible
Study. Acts is the last “historical” in the Bible, after Acts there are the Epistles (letters) and Revelation (apocalyptic poetry). Yes, there are references to historical events in the books that follow Acts,
but they are references without the narrative. Acts draws to a close the story that opens with, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” with, “[Paul] proclaimed the kingdom of God
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!”
The story of the Bible is one of a Creator reaching out to the created, and the created’s struggle
with itself in maintaining that relationship. Like the famous image of God reaching out to Adam on
the Sistine Chapel. God appears to be straining while Adam seems almost indifferent.
In the beginning God was a direct force in the lives of all the people, then, in only the few who still
followed God. God establishes a kingdom in which God rules from the Tabernacle and through a
Law handed down, but the people chose to have human king instead. Again and again humans
choose their own power and authority over God’s, to the point that they reject the son of the Master
(Lk 20:9-19).
At the end of the Biblical Narrative you have Paul living in the center of human, worldly power,
preaching that soon this path will double back to return to the Kingdom Of God that was always
meant to be. It is both a low and high point. Christianity has made it to Rome; Peter and Paul will
preach here and it will eventually become an accepted religion. But it will also take on the trappings
of Rome. The hierarchy, architecture, rules, and eventually the authority and corruption. Paul
preached the Kingdom of God is near, and humans decided they were in charge of it.
We still struggle with this; our faith is tugged and warped by the wants of our egos and our society.
Our Anabaptist ancestors so feared this influence that they forbid members from being involved with
the power of the state. I don’t believe that is necessarily the correct answer for us. We are in a different position than they were and our voices are needed. But as we live in this world, we need to
speak and live the Gospel and the Kingdom with boldness and without hindrance and place the
teachings of Jesus before ego and society.
We will always be shaped by the world around us, for better and worse. But let us not give into it
and instead keep our focus on His Way. Let’s Continue the Work of Jesus, Peacefully, Simply, Together.
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Spiritual Practices: exercises for the mind, heart, and soul.
CARING FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL WELLBEING
Spiritual Practices: exercises for the mind, heart, and soul. Caring for your spiritual wellbeing is often the last thing on our list,
but it is important! I would like to challenge you to find a way to engage regularly, and want to offer up some possibilities. What
went well today? What didn’t? Life is like a rose bush, full of blooms and thorns. Take sometime to lift both up to God. What
you need:
 A container …. I recommend a glass one like a Ball jar or a flower vase
 Paper cut up into smaller pieces (recommended 2”x4”)…. Use fun paper!
 A Pen/Pencil
 Less than 5 minutes at the end of the day
At the end of the day, reflect & find a Rose, something that was a blessing, a prayer answered, or something that was generally good & write it on one side of the paper. On the other side write down a Thorn, something that was upsetting, anxiety causing, or just needs to given over to God. Don’t strain yourself to find a new thorn everyday, feel free to repeat the same one as
needed. But I do recommend that you try to find a new rose everyday. Take a moment to pray, start by lifting up your thorn
give yourself time to listen. Then fold your paper over with the thorn on the inside & thank God for the Rose you found that
day. Then put your paper into the jar & watch as your jar slowly fills up with your prayers and blessings.

Theology Factoid:
You can tell a lot about a church and their theology by how the worship space is set up.
Catholics and Orthodox: We meet God in the Eucharist: The Altar and depictions of Christ are at the highest and most
prominent place in the room with all people facing it. The Bread and Cup are kept there and even have special spaces to hold
them when not in use. The priest stands between the people and the Altar as the intermediate between the people and the
Divine. When a Priest gives a sermon, they tend to stand at a lower place, often without a pulpit.
Protestants: We meet God in the Preaching of the Word: The Altar is replaced with a Table of Remembrance, Communion
Table, or the Lord’s Table. This table tends to stand at one of highest places in the worship space. The other high place is the
Pulpit, God is encountered through the preaching and reading of the Word. The pastor stands not between the people and
God, but as an instrument of God to help in worship.
Anabaptists and Quakers: We meet God in the Gathering of the Believers: More traditional churches still have the pews
descending from a high point at the back and the pulpit and the Lord’s Table is either on the lowest part of the floor or a slightly
raised platform with pews surrounding it on three sides. The Lord’s Table sits in the middle of all, as if all members were sitting
at it. The community’s gathering at this table is where God is encountered. Most Brethren and Mennonite churches now look
like Protestant churches. This came about in the early 1900s as they made an effort to become more “mainstream” and less
PA Dutch.
Charismatics and Mega-churches: We meet God through our Emotions: Many are setup more like theaters or stadiums
than traditional sanctuaries. The focus of the space is often on a stage, video screens, and/or music leaders. God is encountered through the experience and emotions of worship, much like going to a concert is about the experience of watching your
favorite artist perform, not necessarily hearing the music you listen to everyday.
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Social media
Upcoming News
Sunday service: We are continuing to offer worship online by broadcasting directly on YouTube.
How to watch:
You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel. Channel:
Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw Or you can search for
“Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are able to subscribe, please do! You can also set it so it
will tell you when we go live.
Bible Study: We are continuing to study the book of Acts. Tuesday at 7:00 pm using Zoom,
meeting will be open at 6:00 if you want to come early.
Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?
pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09;
Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape
Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408
Zoom Help Desk: We will be available to help you log on!
Tuesday at 6:00 pm-7:00 pm using Zoom, same meeting that will be used for Bible Study
Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?
pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape
Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408
If you need assistance contact Janice Myler (330-554-4483)
or Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695)
Facebook Live Visits: 10-20 minute visit with Scripture, Prayer, News, and a few Thoughts
Tuesdays at 9:30 am,
********************************************************************************************************
The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings!






Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
New information is posted here; FB Live Visits happen here!;
you don’t need to have an account to see the page.
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates!
The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.
Email: Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address.
Pat Mills and Beckie Ebie send out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain
Pat:pajimi@aol.com; Beckie: springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net;
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Springfield Church of the Brethren
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058
Church email: Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
Church web address: Springfield-cob.com

We Invite You




Pastor: Andrew Wenger
Phone: (717) 725-4695
Email: scob.andrew@gmail.com
Pastor’s In-Office Hours: Tues.– Fri.
mornings, and by appointment
Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie
Church Office: 330/628-3058
email: Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours: 9:30 am—2 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri
Sunday Hours
of Worship:
Sunday School, 9:30 am
Worship, 10:30 am
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to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian
family.
to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our
Lord Jesus
to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God
and our neighbor's good."

