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Springfield Cornerstone 

January, 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Happy 

New Year’s 

Day 

2  

3   Pastor An-

drew on vaca-

tion; Two 

Cent Meal Of-

4 5  Facebook Live 

@9:30 am 

Bible Study @7 

pm, Zoom 

6  Epiphany 7 8 9 

10 11 12  Facebook 

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study @7 

pm, Zoom 

13  Commis-

sions @ 7 pm; 

Execu. Comm. 

Mtg. @7:40 

pm 

14 15 16 

17 18 19  Facebook 

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study @7 

pm, Zoom 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26  Facebook 

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study @7 

pm, Zoom 

27 28 29 30 

31  

10:30 am 

Worship Service 

Online also! 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Following Jesus for the glory of God  

and our neighbors good” 
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We are now worshiping in the sanctuary.  We 
are making some changes to help protect our 
members and their loved ones.   

We will also have the worship Live on 
YouTube at the time of worship.  

 We ask members to continue practicing safe 
distancing and health practices, we will be 
providing some materials and tools to help. 

 There will be a greeter to open the doors for 
members. 

 The Offering Box will be located at the back 
of the sanctuary, we will not be passing the 
plate. 

 We will also have on the back table: bulletins, 
Purell, and gloves for those wish. 

 We will also have masks available for those 
who need or want one. Masks are strongly 
encouraged. They are most effective stopping 
the viruses as they leave a person. 

 We will have pews taped off to help maintain 
social distancing; families may of course sit 
together. 

 We will be dismissing the worshippers by 
rows, just as we would for a wedding or fu-
neral.  

 We ask that members visit outside of the 
building, in the fresh air. 

Worship will look a little different, more like the 
worship that we were producing for YouTube a 
few weeks ago.  

Social distancing and the use of mask are great 
tools for risk reduction, but being inside the 
building raises new risks.  

As such we will not be having communal singing 
to help keep people safe.  

Deacon Policy on Helping People 

People who are in the hospital or sick should call Pastor 

Andrew, their deacon or a deacon-on- call. 

The commissions and Executive Committee will 

be meeting the second week of the month on 

Wednesday, January 13 at 7 pm.   

It will be during this meeting that the commis-

sions will be doing their reorganizing.  

December Weekly offering and attendance 

December 6     Attendance: 24; Offering: $1,720.00;   

                         Specials :   $117.00 

December 13   Attendance:  28; Offering: $4,760.00;  

                                                           Specials:  $1,320.00  

December 20   Attendance:  32; Offering: $4,005.00;  

                        Specials:  $4,825.00 

December 27   Attendance:  21; Offering: $3,720.00;  

                        Specials:     $455.89 

The new prayer list email  

is springfieldprayers@gmail.com.  Please use this email in 

sending us your prayer requests.  Include the person making 

the request, the person needing prayers and the relationship 

between them, including both first and last names.  

Congratulations:  We welcome new born baby 
girl, Emmeline Mary-Eloise 
Bowling, daughter of Lau-
ren and Kevin Bowling 
who was born December 
23.   

Emmeline is 3 lb. and 10 
oz. and still in the hospital, 
thankfully, breathing on 

her own. Keep this family in your prayers.  

mailto:springfieldprayers@gmail.com
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kids’ Closet – (For the time being we are taking a hiatus 

in being open.)  Normally we are opening the closet from 

10 am - 12 pm the first Saturday of each month through-

out the school year. Keep this outreach program in your 

prayers as the church serves the community in Christ. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated items or helped 

with this new outreach program.  

Special music for Sunday services.  If you would like to 

offer your talents for the on-line services, please contact 

Becky Kline or Christine Kline.  

Bible Study: We are now study-

ing the Minor Prophets begin-

ning with Hosea. Tuesday at 

7:00 pm Logging on though 

Zoom:  Passcode: agape    All 

are welcome!! Meeting ID: 553 

074 408.  One click link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/553074408?

wd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09    

Tuesday Morning Devotional on Facebook Live: Tues-

day 9:30 am  www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving Tree   We thank you to all who provided 

gifts for children (socks and underwear) as well 

as monetary contributions that is being given to 

our Kids Closet and to Spring Hill Elementary. 

Thank you. 

Acme Receipts:  Thanks to those who collected 

their Acme receipts with the proceeds to be used 

to fill the pulpit with flowers that go to our shut-

ins. Please bring in your remaining Acme re-

ceipts through December 26th. Receipts go in 

the container on the back table.  

Thanks to Janice Myler and the choir for their 

online performance during the Christmas sea-

son.  

Thanks to those people who shared in the 

music for Sunday, December 27th.  

Thanks from Milton Kurtz for all your cards, 

visits, prayers and help given to him.  He misses 

everyone and sends his prayers. 

Dick and Shirley Putt want to thank everyone 

for remembering them.  They miss coming to 

church and seeing everyone! 

Thanks to all who purchased poinsettias for 

our sanctuary in remembrance of loved ones.   

Thank you for your prayers for my husband 

Duane as he underwent knee surgery.  He is do-

ing remarkably well - way beyond his rehab 

goals at this time in recovery.  We are so appre-

ciative of your prayers, cards, calls, texts - of all 

your caring through this time.  Blessings, Kris  

Thanks from camp:  Dear Springfield Congregation, 
Thank you for your generous sup-
port of the camp ministries this 
year.   We appreciate your faith-
fulness.  Blessings to you all 
throughout this Advent season.  
Merry Christmas!  In Christ,             

                                                Shannon Kahler 

Christmas Greetings –Thanks to 
those people who contributed to our 
emergency fund instead of spending 
money on postage in sending Christ-
mas cards:  Bev Bridger, Bruce & 
Kim Morckel, Duane & Kris Hawk, 
Howard & Mary Ann Ludwick and 
Norma Shanafelt. 



Page 4 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk:  Calling of Deacons 
 

The Church knew the Apostles couldn’t do it all, so they told them so. The Apostles responded by calling out 

seven men: Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas. (Acts 6:1-7) They would be 

recognized as the first Deacons, διάκονος. This position spread along with the growth of the Church, men and 

women alike held the title, lifting their congregations up throughout the storms of the Early Church.  

 

The office of Apostle has now gone away, but the deacons continue to form the backbone of the church. Their 

prayers, works, and words being examples of the Christian life and the shepherds crooks to help others in their 

journeys’ of faith. They are called out by the body to support the body.  

 

As the year comes to a close, we have traditionally called new persons into the office and celebrated those 

deacons who have decided to no longer officially serve. We do this publicly in worship with prayer, the laying 

of hands, and anointing. But with Covid-19, as with many other traditions, we must do things differently. 

 

A number of individuals were called this year. The call is not to be taken lightly, it is a contribution of time 

and energy, both physical and spiritual. A special thank you to all those who were called, I know that it was 

considered prayerfully.  

 

Two have responded with a yes, Terri Tucker and Cindy Peel. We know they will serve and honor our Lord 

through their work and our congregation will benefit from their love, prayers, and support. Terri and Cindy 

will officially join deacon body January 1. Please keep Terri and Cindy in your prayers along with all of our 

deacons. 

 

Two have decided to stop back from office, a special "thank you" to Bob and Rita Snyder. For years, the 

Snyder’s have graciously and humbly served as deacons. Together, Bob and Rita served our church, our mem-

bers, and our God through countless acts and activities they spearheaded. They have decided to decline the 

call to renew their deaconship and will be stepping down at the end of the year. Their presence and guidance 

in the the deacon body will be greatly missed. We know that this decision was made in prayer and they will 

continue to be the keystone members they have long been. Our continued prayers and thanks to both of you. 

When the time comes and all feel it is a safe, we will celebrate our sisters Cindy and Terri as they take part in 

this call. And we will celebrate the years of service of our sister Rita and brother Bob. Care groups will be 

changing some in January, to adjust to the new deacon body. 

 

This last year has been trying for all, thank you to the deacons for the work they have done supporting the life 

of our congregation and the members. We wouldn’t be without each and everyone of you. Thank you Becky 

& Dale B., Dawn & Mike C., Delores & Sam C., Jean G., Ranay H., Becky & Chris K., Christine & Doug K., 

Bruce & Kim M., Bev S., and Bob & Rita S. and a special thank you to our sister deacon Jean Nesbitt. 

 

Your Servant, 

Pastor Andrew 
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DIRECTORY UPDATE 

We are working on the 2021 directory and hope to 

publish it in the next several weeks.  We need your 

help to make sure all our information is correct.   

If there are no changes to your information in the 
directory, you do not need to do anything.  If there 
are any changes, please list them on the form below 
and put it in the offering plate by January 10.  You 
may also make the changes in the directory on the 
back table or call or email them   to the church office.  
Thank you! 

DIRECTORY UPDATE FORM 

Name ___________________________________ 

Please change the following information 

Address_________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Phone Number      ________________________ 

Email address:      ________________________ 

BIBLE READING CHALLENGE 
There are 31,102 verses in the Bible. Some versions have a little more or a little 
less, depending on the translation and how they decide to handle some verses. If 
one wanted to read the entire Bible from, “In the beginning” to “The grace of the 
Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen,” one would need to read 85.2 verses a 
day.  
 
So I’m setting this up as a challenge for myself and all those who wish to join me: 
Read about 85 verses daily starting Jan. 1, 2021 and finishing Dec. 31, 2021 
(ignoring chapters and books).  
 
I decided to set up a secondary challenge just for myself: To summarize each day’s reading in 150 words or less 
here on Facebook. (The length of the body of this post!) The first post on January 1st!  I look forward to read-
ing! May you all have a wonderful, happy New Year!  Pastor Andrew     
 p.s. I'll be using the NIV as that is the version of our pew Bibles.   Here are my first two summarizations: 
 

#Bible2021    Jan 1, Day 1, 85/31102 — Genesis 1:1–4:5 (85) 

In the beginning, there was God and the chaotic deep. God separated and fashioned, in six work-periods Creation was 
made and it was good. In God’s image We were made. God created a garden, God created Earth-Man, ‘Adam.’ Adam was 
lonely, God created Breathing-One, ‘Eve.’ They lived in the Garden, free and happy, but Eve was tempted to break the 
only rule by Serpent. She ate of the Fruit, Adam ate too. They became aware, they became ashamed, they hid their bodies, 
from one another and from God. God was angry, sad, disappointed. God sent them out of Paradise into the world. They 
would have to work to survive. Cain and Able were born. Able kept flocks and Cain farmed the soil. They gave of their 
harvest to God in sacrifice. Able’s sacrifice was looked on with favor, Cain’s wasn’t. Cain was Angry and Sad. 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

#Bible2021    Jan 2, Day 2, 170/31102 — Genesis 4:6—7:10 (85) 

God saw Cain’s face. God warned Cain to continue doing what is right and not be angry. Cain didn’t listen, Cain killed 
Able in jealousy. “Where is your brother?” “I am not his keeper.” Cain is marked and sent away. Cain has children, and 
they have children. They become first nomads, musicians, metal workers. They are a vengeful people.  

Adam and Eve have Seth. Seth has a son. Eight generations listed. They lived many years and Enoch walked with God. 
The last was Noah, father of Shem, Ham, Japheth. 

Strange things happen on Earth, Nephilim roam, heroes and men of renown, God limits years to 120. Many sins and evils. 
God regrets people. God decides to wash away the old, to start anew. God will save Noah, family, animals, with the Ark. 
Noah builds, animals gather. Into the Ark, animals, Noah, sons, wives enter.  In seven days, the floodwaters come. 
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Social media 
Upcoming News  

Sunday service:  We are continuing to offer worship online by broadcasting directly on YouTube. 
 
How to watch: 
You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel.  
Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw   
 
Or you can search for “Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are able to subscribe, please do! 
You can also set it so it will tell you when we go live. 
 
Bible Study: We are now studying the book of Hosea, a minor prophet. Tuesday at 7:00 pm using 
Zoom,           
                                                 meeting will be open at 6:00 if you want to come early. 
               Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?   
               pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09;   
                                 Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape 
                                                    Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408 
                If you need assistance contact  Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695) 
 
Facebook Devotion Live Visits: 10-20 minute visit with Scripture, Prayer, News, and a few 
Thoughts   Tuesdays at 9:30 am,  
 
******************************************************************************************************* 
 
The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings! 
 
       Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB 

    New information is posted here; FB Live Visits happen here!;  
       you don’t need to have an account to see the page. 
 
       YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw 

 Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates! 

 The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.  

 

  Email:  Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address. 

 Bonnie Young and Beckie Ebie send out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain 

     Bonnie:bonniey417@gmail.com.; Beckie: springfieldcob@gmail.com;  

     Use this email to send prayer requests: springfieldprayers@gmail.com 

     Website: http://www.springfield-cob.com  —  Regularly updated, this a great way to keep in     

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
http://www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
mailto:springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
http://www.springfield-cob.com/
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Springfield Church of  the Brethren 
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058 

 Church email:  Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net 

               Church web address: Springfield-cob.com  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastor: Andrew Wenger  

Phone:  (717) 725-4695 

Email:  scob.andrew@gmail.com 

Pastor’s In-Office Hours:  Tues.– Fri. 

mornings, and by appointment 

 

Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie  

Church Office: 330/628-3058 

email: Springfieldcob@gmail.com 

Office Hours:  9:30 am—2 pm  

Tues, Thurs, Fri 

 

Sunday Hours  

of Worship: 

Sunday School, 9:30 am        

Worship, 10:30 am 

We Invite You 

 to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian 
family. 

 to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our 
Lord Jesus 

 to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God 
and our neighbor's good." 

mailto:Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Secretary/Desktop/Newsletters/Newsletter_past%20years/Website/aqua/aqua/index1.html
mailto:Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net

