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MISSION STATEMENT:
“Following Jesus for the glory of God
and our neighbors good”
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We are now worshiping in the sanctuary. We are making some changes to help protect our members and
their loved ones.
We will also have the worship Live on YouTube at the
time of worship.

Deacon Policy on Helping People
People who are in the hospital or sick should
call Pastor Andrew, their deacon or a deacon
-on- call.



We ask members to continue practicing safe distancing
and health practices, we will be providing some materials and tools to help.



There will be a greeter to open the doors for members.



The Offering Box will be located at the back of the
sanctuary, we will not be passing the plate.



We will also have on the back table: bulletins, Purell,
and gloves for those wish.



We will also have masks available for those who need
or want one. Masks are not required, but we strongly
encourage their usage. They are most effective stopping the viruses as they leave a person.

Commission and Executive Committee
meetings will not be meeting this month.



We will have pews taped off to help maintain social
distancing; families may of course sit together.



We will be dismissing the worshippers by rows, just as
we would for a wedding or funeral.

Good Neighbors Ellet is presently closed. If
you have donations to drop off, call 330-7847088.



We ask that members visit outside of the building, in
the fresh air.

Worship will look a little different, more like the worship
that we were producing for YouTube a few weeks ago.
Social distancing and the use of mask are great tools for
risk reduction, but being inside the building raises new
risks.
As such we will not be having communal singing to help
keep people safe.

Prayer List: Please contact the office for
prayer concerns to be listed in the bulletin
and newsletter. Include the person’s first
and last name as well as the relationship to
you. Also, please inform the office when a
person’s name can be removed from the
prayer list. Thank you.

All activities meeting at the church have
been cancelled for the time being.

The Upper Room devotional for July and
August can be found by the entry door.
Special music for Sunday services — if you
would like to offer your talents for the online services, please contact Becky Kline or
Christine Kline on Music & Worship.
Church Picnic—August 30 following
church services. The picnic will be catered. So, set the date for a day full of fun
and fellowship. Other things will be divulged as the date gets nearer.
BTSB will be Sunday, August 2nd with a
drive-through experience.
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Thanks
from Pat
Beach: Thank you all
for the cards and prayers during my recent
illness. They are greatly appreciated and have
helped during my recovery!!
I’m very

Camp this summer is a virtual experience. Campers get a Camp in a Box to
experience camp from their home with
on-line Bible study, worship and discussion.
Please visit the camp website:
www.inspirationhillscamp.org for information to register
for camp. You can also find the camp schedule on this
website or on our church website.
Pastor Andrew spent the week of June 21st volunteering
as chaplain at the youth senior camp from home.
Dick Putt says that they are now able to get visitors for outdoor visits. He has no family in
the area & wanted his church
family to know & to invite anyone
who might want to come for a
visit. The visit has to be scheduled & they are only available
during the day. Dick is at Danbury in Tallmadge—Apt. 226. Call Dick to schedule a time visit-234-901-6356.
Bible Study— Tuesday Night Bible
study is using Zoom, meeting at 7 pm.
The Bible study group is now studying
the book of Acts. All are welcome to
join using Zoom. The password is
“Agape”.

Weekly offering and attendance
June 7, 2020 41 present; offering: $2,625;
specials: $125.00.
June 14, 2020 36 present; offering: $990.00.
June 21, 2020 35 present; offering: $1305
June 28, 2020 32 present, offering: $2595.00
Specials: $2.00
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grateful. Pat Beach
Thanks from Josie Matulis:
Dear Congregation,
Thank you for all your cards and notes, letting me know you are still all there for me.
Jesus is answering your prayers. My feet and
legs are healing and I am much improved.
I miss you all and I am offering up constant
prayers for you all. I went down to Mogadore wearing a mask but everyone was running around without wearing any masks.
Please continue to be careful and safe. I believe the Devil is working overtime at this
time. Stay careful and safe, praying overtime
for all. Love always, and God bless, Josie
Address for Margaret (Peggy) Swinehart
Altercare of Wadsworth
147 Garfield St., Wadsworth, OH 44281.
Any cards should be addressed to his address
and not to her home.

Pastor Andrew’s Message
For a couple of hours one Saturday I visited Camp Inspiration Hills . I have been on the property maybe a halfdozen times, and my last visit most definitely was longer than all the others combined. The space is a near mystery to me,
it would take nothing to get lost. But it has had a profound impact on my life. It is the place my parents met, it was here
that my mother fell in love with outdoor ministry and felt the call to what would eventually be ordination and what is currently 29 years as a camp director. If it wasn’t for these woods, fields, buildings, and community, not only would I probably
not be who I am, I’m not sure I would be.
What is it that draws some of us to the wilderness? This need to set aside space in the natural world for us to interact with? If you think about it on a logical level it really makes little to no sense. Why would you make yourself purposely
uncomfortable? To sleep on the ground, to let mosquitos bite you, to sweat in the sun and the humidity, to cook over a
smoky fire? And yet, I would not change any moment of it!
We are God’s creation and so is the natural world. Genesis tells us two times about the creation of humans: first as
the culmination of five days of labor (1:26-29), here we are created to rule over the creation. Just as a ruler can not be
such without the ruled and their help, we cannot live without nature’s help. At camp we return to it, learn to care for it and
to filled by it, it is a renewing of that ancient covenant.
Genesis then tells us a second time of how people came to be. Here Adam comes before even the rains and all
other living things. (2:4-7) The Garden is planted for him and animals are created as companions. Finally, Eve is created
and she with Adam become a complete unit. (2:15-24) The Bible tells us they were perfectly matched with their environment, they had no needs and they had no sin, separation, from God’s creation. Going into the wild is a way to reconnect
to that primal relationship.
But going to summer camp isn’t just about reconnecting with our roots in the natural
world. It is also community. For many young folks, it is one of the few places they can
be with a large group of their peers in a Christian setting. Not to mention a space without the normal supervision, not parents or teachers, but people not much older than
they. Counselors that can show a faith lived in a stage of life that the campers are not
to far from. Being at camp allows young folks to grow as individuals in ways that are
simply not available in any other space.
It is with great sadness that I think about this summer, because of Covid-19, most church camps are not meeting in
their usual ways. Yet the experience still overcomes this difficulty. Young people still gather online to socialize, learn, create, worship, and study the Bible together. I am impressed by how much the staff has done to continue their ministry with
this situation. For now, I may just take another trip down to Burbank and visit this outdoor sanctuary and take a little time
to enjoy and reconnect with God’s world.
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Spiritual Practices: exercises for the mind, heart, and soul.
Caring for your spiritual wellbeing is often the last thing on our list, but it is important! I would like to challenge you to find a
way to engage regularly and want offer up some possibilities.
Shinrin-yoku, or Forest Bathing - Yes this is a Japanese tradition that became popular in
Japan in the 1990s. It does not involve taking a bath in shrubbery, rather it is allowing your
senses to be filled by nature. This seemed like an appropriate practice when reflecting on
camp. Take some time to reconnect with nature, God’s gift of creation. Find a quite place
to walk or sit. What do you smell, hear, feel, even taste (on the air, don’t lick random things
in nature)? Give yourself 30 minutes to an hour, try to do it a couple times a week.
This is good for your body and mind, especially blood pressure and anxiety. It also gives
you the space to appreciate all that God has provided for us in the natural world and how our bodies are made to live in it .

Theology Fact: Ooops
With a history stretching back two millennia, inevitably mistakes, both purposeful and accidental,
have made it into our collective theology and into the Bible. Here are two mistakes that have
come to us, let’s try to set them straight!
Junia & Junias: Romans 16:7 - “Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in
prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.”
This was a scandal on two levels, first, the Greek is unclear whether Andronicus and Junia were
great Apostles or were well respected by the Apostles. Paul was always a little more relaxed
about who was an Apostle than Peter and the 11. Secondly, Junia is a woman’s name. Within
400 years we have theologians calling her male, we also start seeing a sigma, or an “s,” added
to her name in the Bible making it Junias, which is a male name.
There is no evidence that Junia wasn’t a woman, Paul often talks about, sends greetings, and thanks women who appear
to be in positions of authority.
Mary Magdalene was not the woman who was about to be stoned for adultery (John 8:1-11). This started with Pope Gregory the Great who in 591 claimed she was the prostitute who washed Jesus’s feet with her hair, tears, and ointment. (Luke
7:37-38). Cluny of Odo later wrote in the 800s-900s that she was a wealthy woman, this was based off of legends surrounding her. About 200 years later, Honorius of Autun added she had committed adultery and had fled when it became
public. She then followed Jesus and later became a hermit. Over time her name has been associated with lots of legends
and misconceptions. You can even see it in modern tellings of the Bible; Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ, includes
a scene alluding to her being the adulteress of John.
There is no evidence in the Bible that Mary Magdalene was anything other than a trusted follower and friend of Jesus.

Page 5

Social media
Upcoming News
Sunday service: We are going to continue to offer worship online. This coming week we will be
broadcasting directly on YouTube.
How to watch:
You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel. Channel:
Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw Or you can search for
“Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are able to subscribe, please do! You can also set it so it
will tell you when we go live.
Bible Study: We are now studying the book of Acts. Tuesday at 7:00 pm using Zoom,
meeting will be open at 6:00 if you want to come early.
Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?
pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09;
Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape
Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408
Zoom Help Desk: We will be available to help you log on!
Tuesday at 6:00 pm-7:00 pm using Zoom, same meeting that will be used for Bible Study
Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?
pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape
Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408
If you need assistance contact Janice Myler (330-554-4483)
or Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695)
Facebook Live Visits: 10-20 minute visit with Scripture, Prayer, News, and a few Thoughts
Tuesdays at 9:30 am,
********************************************************************************************************
The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings!






Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
New information is posted here; FB Live Visits happen here!;
you don’t need to have an account to see the page.
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates!
The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.
Email: Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address.
Pat Mills and Beckie Ebie send out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain
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Springfield Church of the Brethren
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058
Church email: Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
Church web address: Springfield-cob.com

We Invite You




Pastor: Andrew Wenger
Phone: (717) 725-4695
Email: scob.andrew@gmail.com
Pastor’s In-Office Hours: Tues.– Fri.
mornings, and by appointment
Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie
Church Office: 330/628-3058
email: Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours: 9:30 am—2 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri
Sunday Hours
of Worship:
Sunday School, 9:30 am
Worship, 10:30 am
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to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian
family.
to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our
Lord Jesus
to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God
and our neighbor's good."

