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Springfield Cornerstone 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Following Jesus for the glory of God  

and our neighbors good” 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

Jean Nesbitt’s 

Funeral 12 

noon; Calling 

Hours 10-12 

 

4  Bread & Cup 

Communion 

7 pm Love 

Feast, on Zoom 

5 6 Facebook  

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study  

@ 7 pm, Zoom 

7 8 9 10 

11  Crop Walk, 

1:30 pm Good-

year Metro 

Park 

12 13 Facebook  

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study  

@ 7 pm, Zoom 

  

14  Commis-

sions & 

Board Mtg. 7 

pm 

15  CoB 

Moderator 

online 

Townhall, 

Zoom, 7 pm 

16 17 Camp rep 

meeting, 10 am 

18 19 20  Facebook  

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study  

@ 7 pm, Zoom 

21 22 23 24 

Camp Workday 

25  Deacon Call-

ing 

26 27  Facebook  

Live @9:30 am 

Bible Study  

@ 7 pm, Zoom 

28  Fall 

Council Mtg. 

7 pm 

29 30 31 

Halloween 

October, 2020 

10:30 am 

Worship Service 
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We are now worshiping in the sanctuary.  We 
are making some changes to help protect our 
members and their loved ones.   

We will also have the worship Live on 
YouTube at the time of worship.  

 We ask members to continue practicing safe 
distancing and health practices, we will be 
providing some materials and tools to help. 

 There will be a greeter to open the doors for 
members. 

 The Offering Box will be located at the back 
of the sanctuary, we will not be passing the 
plate. 

 We will also have on the back table: bulletins, 
Purell, and gloves for those wish. 

 We will also have masks available for those 
who need or want one. Masks are strongly 
encouraged. They are most effective stopping 
the viruses as they leave a person. 

 We will have pews taped off to help maintain 
social distancing; families may of course sit 
together. 

 We will be dismissing the worshippers by 
rows, just as we would for a wedding or fu-
neral.  

 We ask that members visit outside of the 
building, in the fresh air. 

Worship will look a little different, more like the 
worship that we were producing for YouTube a 
few weeks ago.  

Social distancing and the use of mask are great 
tools for risk reduction, but being inside the 
building raises new risks.  

As such we will not be having communal singing 
to help keep people safe.  

Deacon Policy on Helping People 

People who are in the hospital or sick should call Pas-

tor Andrew, their deacon or a deacon-on- call. 

The new prayer list email  

is springfieldprayers@gmail.com.  Please use this email in 

sending us your prayer requests.  Include the person making 

the request, the person needing prayers and the relationship 

between them, including both first and last names.  

Pastor Andrew, Bonnie Young, and Beckie Ebie, the church 

secretary will be receiving the requests and placing your re-

quests on the prayer list that will be emailed/and called out.  

Also, please inform the office when a person’s name can be 

removed from the prayer list; otherwise, names are listed for 

two weeks. Thank you.  People who are in the hospital, sick, 

or in need, please contact your deacon or a deacon-on-call.  

Thank you.  

Sondra Grund is experiencing 
depression and needs prayers. 
She especially enjoys cards as 
they lift her spirits. She is back 
quarantined at Stow Glen Re-

tirement Village, room 123. 

October 4: Love Feast and Communion   We will be 

celebrating communion during worship and celebrating 

Love Feast that evening at 7pm. For communion, we 

will be using the individually prepackaged grape juices 

again, but we are also providing our traditional bread 

which has been carefully made and packaged.  

Love Feast will be at 7 pm on Zoom, as we did it last 

spring. The meeting will open at 6 pm and Pastor An-

drew is available to help anyone join by phone or com-

puter. You are invited to set apart special time and 

space for this sacred memorial. Please have some bread 

and beverage available for the communion part of the 

time.  

September weekly offering and attendance 

September 6    Attendance: 34;  Offering: $1,095.00;  
                          Specials:  $11.00 

September 13  Attendance: 30;  Offering: $1,783.00;  

                          Specials:  $27.00  

September 20  Attendance: 39;  Offering: $1,420.10;  

                        Specials: $419.00 

September 27  Attendance: 34;  Offering: $1,685.00;  

                        Specials: $150.00 

mailto:springfieldprayers@gmail.com
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Kids’ Closet -- Saturday, No-

vember 7   10 am-12 pm   We 

are opening the closet from 10 

am - 12 pm the first Saturday of 

each month throughout the 

school year. We are limiting the 

flow to help fight Covid-19.  

Please see our webpage to sign 

up for a time slot. We are still in 

need of clothing donations and monetary support. Keep this 

outreach program in your prayers as the church serves the 

community in Christ. Thank you to everyone who has donated 

items or helped with this new outreach program. If you would 

like to make a donation or if you have a need for clothing 

items keep in touch. 

Fall Hayride: our fall hayride this year has been cancelled 
due to Covid 19.  

The Upper Room devotional for Sept./Oct. can be found by 

the entry door.   

Bible Study: We are now continuing study in the book of 

Acts. Tuesday at 7:00 pm with Zoom:  Meeting ID: 553 074 

408.  Passcode: agape    All are welcome!! One click 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/553074408?

pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09      

 Treasurer position: If anybody is interested in serving as 

treasurer, please contact the personal nominating committee or 

Pastor Andrew. 

Constitution revision: Board members-please review the re-

vised constitution for any changes before the October Board 

Meeting. See Doug Kline. 

Board Meeting and Fall Council Meeting will be held this 

month. The board meeting will meet following the commis-

sions meeting at 7 pm on Wed. Oct. 14th with the Council 

Meeting Wed. Oct 28th at 7 pm. the last week of October.   

Special music for Sunday services.  If you would like to of-

fer your talents for the on-line services, please contact Becky 

Kline or Christine Kline.  

Thanks to Janice Myler, Mike Conner, Olivia Evans and Joel 

Sheets for sharing with special music this summer and fall.  

New email address for Bonnie Young:   

bonniey417@gmail.com.  

Crop Walk  Sunday, 

October 11, 1:30 pm    

Although many of our 

activities are canceled, 

our annual CROP Walk 

is being held as usual.  It takes place at Good-

year Hgts. Metro Park where we are able to fol-

low COVID restrictions.  Anyone is welcome to 

walk for CROP on Oct. 11th.  We are glad for 

any monetary donations.  If you care to give you 

can write a check through Springfield Church, 

please mark CROP in the memo.  We will col-

lect donations through Nov. 1st.   

Our church has been a supporter of CROP and 

Church World Service for many years via the 

CROP Walk and past collections of items for 

school and health kits. Remember that one quar-

ter of our donations stay in our local area and 

the rest goes to other projects that support hun-

ger projects, providing clean water, and agricul-

tural assistance. 

Acme has started their Community Cashback 

program, so please start saving your Acme re-

ceipts! These monies we receive from this pro-

gram are used to fill the pulpit with flowers that 

go to our shut-ins. Receipts go in the container 

on the back table. 

Facebook Live: Tuesday 9:30 am  

www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB 

Camp Meeting   Inspiration Hills is inviting 

anyone, or several  from our church to attend a 

gathering outside in the camp pavilion on Satur-

day, October 17th at 10 am. A light continental 

breakfast will be served along with distributing 

some camp materials, providing camp tours and 

collecting contact information. Jean Nesbitt was 

our camp representative, but hoping someone 

else can step up and take her place.  

Let Pastor Andrew know of your interest and 

RSVP to info@inspirationhillscamp.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
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Thanks from the district:  Dear friends at Akron 

Springfield, Thank you for your regular gifts to the 

Northern Ohio District.  I know these are challenging 

times and am grateful for your generosity that allows 

ministries to churches, pastors, and youth to continue 

within our district.  I am so appreciative of your faith-

fulness in giving - and all you do for God's king-

dom.  Love in Christ,  Kris 

Thank you from Mission and Ministry:  Thank you 

for your partnership in the mission and ministry of the 

Church of the Brethren. Through your generous gifts 

($542.00), you support the work of mission and ecu-

menical partnerships around the world. David A. 

Steele, General Secretary of the CoB 

Thank you from camp:  Springfield Church, Thank 

you so much for your generous contribution to camp!  

Your donation and support of the ministries here are 

truly appreciated. In Christ, 

Inspiration Hills Camp 

Thanks to all who contribut-

ed mums on Mum Sunday in 

remembrance of loved ones.  

The family of Doran Young 

would like to thank everyone 

for their cards, prayers and vis-

its to and for Dad while he was 

in the nursing home. Also for 

the flowers and attendance of 

his funeral, and special thanks 

to Cindy Peel for officiat-

ing.  Finally thank you to the 

church for the wonderful fu-

neral meal for our family. Dad loved his church and 

church family very much.  

Thank you from the family of Karen Fergus:  

Dear church family,  Thank you so much for the 

wonderful fruit baskets.  It was very thoughtful of 

you to bless us during this time.  Mom loved her 

church family and felt blessed to be part of so many 

groups.  She loved each one of you!  In Christ Love, 

Karen’s daughters: Pam, Judi, Deanna and families.  

Thank you from Ranay’s parents : Ranay’s par-

ents, Bob and Letha Hatherill would like to say 

“thank you” to the members of our church who were 

so thoughtful sending cards to Bob wishing him 

well.  Bless you.  Sincerely, Bob and Letha Hatherill 

Thanks from Norma Shanafelt    Greetings to eve-

ryone.  I miss being to church on Sunday.  Thanks 

for the work you all do to bring the sermon to me on 

YouTube.  I especially miss all the wonderful peo-

ple, and good friends.  I hope and pray we can soon 

be back to normal.  God’s blessing, Norma Sha-

nafelt. 

Thank you from Doris  To all the wonderful peo-

ple at Springfield, please know how much I miss 

seeing everyone. Also, I want to thank all for your 

wonderful cards and letters.  Thank you.  Doris Van 

Horn 

Thank you from Pat Beach:  Church family, 

Please know how much I appreciate all the cards 

and particularly the prayers.  Your healing thoughts 

and care make me feel truly blessed.  Thank you.  

Condolences 

Condolences:  Our Sister Jean Nesbitt joined the Creator and 

those who joined before her yesterday. Her absence from our 

world is already greatly missed. Mark, Mike and other family 

members visited her regularly. They want to thank you every-

one for the prayers and support, your words helped give them 

strength and comfort. Services and calling hours were held 

here at church Saturday, October 3rd.   

Condolences and prayers to the family of Karen Fergus who 

passed away September 3, 2020.  

Condolences and prayers to the family of Young/Conner upon 

the death of Doran Young on August 29th.  Services were held 

at the church  September 3rd. 

Condolences and prayers to the family of Homer Hostetler 

(married to Brenda Hostetler, District Disaster Relief Coordina-

tor). Her husband, Homer,  passed away August 21. Memorial 

services were at the E. Chippewa CoB.  
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Camp News:  the Fall chicken barbeque has been cancelled. The new camp web page info:  
ww.inspirationhillscamp.org   
 
September camp newsletter:  https://conta.cc/3bKBNrQ 
 
Buckeye Brethren Institute class:  History, Beliefs and Practices of the CoB Oct. 24, Nov 7 and Nov 21 
from 9:30 am—3:30 pm via Zoom with Paul Bozman teaching.  Register:  www.nohcob.org/registerbbi 
 
Sisters’ Fall retreat has been cancelled. 
 
Jr. Hi and Sr. Hi Game Night & Devotion - Every Monday Night  7:30-8:30 pm 
Join us for online every week over Zoom for interactive games and a devotion! 
Email jenny@nohcob.org for the login information and link.  FYI - some games require two devices. 
 
Camp Volunteer Work Days.  The first planned workday will be Sat. Oct. 24th. Your congregation will be 
contacted to schedule a time for you to participate on this day or another day. Projects for all skill levels and 
ages are available.  The current “to do list” has 89 items on it.  
 
Camp Giving Tree 
The camp plans to celebrate congregations, donors, volunteers and prayer partners 
with the name of each etched into a wooden leaf that will be permanently placed on 
The Giving Tree which is painted on a dining room wall. They invite each of us to 
committing our time, treasures and prayer to support the camp over the next few 
years as they build for the future. They hope that each congregation talk together and 
pray together on how they would like to help the camp and make a commitment to 
this effort. The camp hopes we can work together to ensure that we leave an incredi-
ble legacy of faith for the generations to come as we mark this moment in history.  
 

CDS Kits of Comfort — Typically, CDS volunteers would deploy to an area soon 
after a disaster to care for children in shelters and resource centers. They bring with 
them a “Kit of Comfort”—a childcare center in a suitcase full of creative play items.   
Because of Covid 19, changes have to be made. In response, CDS has developed an 
Individual Kit of Comfort to share with children who are experiencing the fears and 
stress of a disaster. These kits are the next best thing we can provide! The kits will be 
handed out to children where they shelter after the disaster by Red Cross staff from the 

local area.  Visit our Disaster Response webpage, www.nohcob.org/disaster for a list of items and pic-
tures for the kits. Perhaps you or others in the church would be interested in putting these kits together.   
 
Brethren Disaster Ministries. Current projects are in the Dayton, OH and Coastal NC areas. Check out the 

CoB web page for details. Call: Brenda Hostetler 330-682-9123.  
 
Bob Patalano, former camp director passed away Friday, October 2 after being in hospice 
in the Ashland area. Condolences to his family. In lieu of flowers, the family request memo-
rial donations be made to Ashland Dickey Church of the Brethren’s Barnabas Fund, 1509 
Township Road 655, Ashland, Ohio or to Inspiration Hill’s Camp, 4819 West Easton Road, 
Burbank, Ohio 44214. 

Northren Ohio District News 
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What does the Lord require?  
A statement from David Steele, General Secretary, Church of the Brethren 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8.   

Our hearts break for the loss of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and so many others who have lost 

their lives due to the color of their skin. Each death represents injustices disproportionately affecting the Black commu-

nity. 

Many across our country have protested in the wake of George Floyd’s death because of the way authorities God?”–

Micah 6:8 delayed arresting and charging the police officers involved, but most importantly because his killing is a per-

petuation of the injustice, violence, and racism that have devalued and harmed Black Americans for centuries. 

Many protests have remained peaceful; violence has erupted in some. What is clear is that the nation, and especially our 

sisters and brothers from various racial backgrounds are hurting and in mourning.   

(In Matthew 3:8 we find John the Baptist’s call: “Bear fruit worthy of repentance.” Bearing the fruit of repent-

ance, we stand in solidarity with all who suffer from injustice, violence, and racism.) 

Brethren have long recognized the inherent worth of all human beings while also recognizing that our church, and we 

ourselves, are not free from racism. Our denomination has recognized that we have participated in and benefited from 

racism, whether we have been aware of it or not. The Church of the Brethren Annual Conference in 1991 issued a re-

port on “Brethren and Black Americans” ( www.brethren.org/ac/statements/1991blackamericans.html ) that said, in 

part: 

“Members of the Church of the Brethren face the subtle temptation of thinking that because there are not many black 

Americans in the denomination, or because many of us do not live in physical proximity to black people, that the prob-

lem of racism is not our concern. Nothing could be further from the truth. Many of us benefit from racist practices, 

without being direct participants, because of decisions and policies already in place in our religious, economic, and po-

litical institutions.” 

Jesus spoke strongly to those who choose willful ignorance for their own benefit, saying in Matthew 23:23: “Woe to 

you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 

the law: justice and mercy and faith.” And we find this in James 4:17: “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to 

do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.” 

As a denomination we must reaffirm that racism is sin, and that there is good we ought to be doing to combat it. Racism 

is indeed our concern as we strive to truly love both God and neighbor. When we are not concerned and do nothing, we 

sin.  We must repent for ways we have participated in the racism that has caused so many deaths. We must repent for 

the ways we have not spoken or taken action against systemic racism’s structures and institutions. We must repent for 

the times we have witnessed overt racism yet remained silent. 

The 1991 report recommends that congregations “stand in solidarity with black Americans and other victims of racial 

hate by speaking out against overt expressions of racially motivated violence and offering assistance to victims.” In do-

ing so, we identify ourselves as disciples of Christ, who said: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anoint-

ed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). 

Let us commit ourselves to be a part of the healing of the nation. Let us pray, and let us act to undo racism in these 

times. 
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Theology Factoid:  Conrad Beissel 
The Church of the Brethren is the most direct line back to Alexander Mack and his Bible study in Schwarzenau, 
Germany, but there are several other branches that have split off over the years. The term “Schwarzenau Breth-
ren” is used to talk about all the various groups who trace their origin to those first baptisms. Perhaps the oddest 
branches of the Schwarzenau Brethren Family Tree is the Ephrata Cloister and Johann Conrad Beissel.  

Beissel was born in Germany and immigrated to the colony of Pennsylvania and at the age of 31, joined what 
was known then as the Dunkers, what eventually became us. But he didn’t remain long, he became convinced 
that Saturday was the correct day to worship and he led a schism that created the 7th Day German Baptist. He 
then formed a community in 1732 on the Cocalica Creek in what is now the town of Ephrata, Pennsylvania. 
There were two groups of members, the celibates and the householders.  

The celibates lived in two large buildings, one for sisters and the other for brothers. Their days consisted of 
communal worship and vegetarian meals, individual devotions, and work that kept the community operating. 
The community became famous for their work as printers and calligraphers. (They even printed money for the 
Continental Congress!)  

The Cloister was a center for music, both new hymns being written and for the quality of their choir. Sisters 
Föben, Katura, and Hanna are the first known female composers in the US. (A new CD of their music will hope-
fully be released in 2021, Voices in the Wilderness.) 

Night time was a little strange in the cloister, they expected Jesus to return at anytime so sleep was not made to 
be comfortable. A typical bed was a slab of wood, the pillow was also wood, and you needed to get up in the 
middle of the night for prayers.  

As with most groups with a charismatic leader, the death of the leader marked the beginning of the decline. The 
householders lived in normal homes on their own properties, but would worship with and support financially 
and materially the celibates. After Beissel’s death, they gradually became the majority of the group as the celi-
bates passed away and not replaced. In 1934, the Cloister was officially dissolved and the property eventually 
became a state historic site. You can still visit it to this day, and it is beautiful! 

Spiritual Practice: Creating 
 
We are creative beings, Genesis tells us that we are made in the image of God, the Creator, so this is no surprise. 
Of course that doesn’t always mean we are confident in our creativeness. If you ask a young child if they can 
sing, draw, paint, mold, or make up a story, they generally reply with enthusiasm that they can and then proceed 
to show you. Somewhere we lose that as we grow. We don’t lose the ability to do those things, only the confi-
dence to share them. I get that, we find ourselves comparing our efforts to those that have reached the pinnacle 
of expertise in their fields. But it matters not that your painting is not a Seurat, that your voice isn’t a Pavarotti, 
or that your stories aren’t like O’Henry’s, what matters is if you enjoy creating.  
 
Find some time to create. Whether it is on canvas or paper, notes into the air, or a choice of flowers into a vase. 
We are reflections of the Holy Creator, so create and draw yourself closer to God. You don’t need to share them 
with anyone, it is your prayer and praise of God. So however you do it, take some time to create.  
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Social media 
Upcoming News  

Sunday service:  We are continuing to offer worship online by broadcasting directly on YouTube. 
 
How to watch: 
You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel.  
Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw   
 
Or you can search for “Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are able to subscribe, please do! 
You can also set it so it will tell you when we go live. 
 
Bible Study: We are continuing to study the book of Acts. Tuesday at 7:00 pm using Zoom,           
                                                 meeting will be open at 6:00 if you want to come early. 
               Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?   
               pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09;   
                                 Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape 
                                                    Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408 
                If you need assistance contact  Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695) 
 
Facebook Live Visits: 10-20 minute visit with Scripture, Prayer, News, and a few Thoughts 
Tuesdays at 9:30 am,  
 
******************************************************************************************************* 
 
The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings! 
 
       Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB 

    New information is posted here; FB Live Visits happen here!;  
       you don’t need to have an account to see the page. 
 
       YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw 

 Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates! 

 The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.  

 

  Email:  Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address. 

 Bonnie Young and Beckie Ebie send out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain 

     Bonnie:bonniey417@gmail.com.; Beckie: springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net;  

     Use this email to send prayer requests: springfieldprayers@gmail.com 

     Website: http://www.springfield-cob.com  —  Regularly updated, this a great way to keep in     

     the know! 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
http://www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
mailto:springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
http://www.springfield-cob.com/
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Springfield Church of  the Brethren 
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058 

 Church email:  Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net 

               Church web address: Springfield-cob.com  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastor: Andrew Wenger  

Phone:  (717) 725-4695 

Email:  scob.andrew@gmail.com 

Pastor’s In-Office Hours:  Tues.– Fri. 

mornings, and by appointment 

 

Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie  

Church Office: 330/628-3058 

email: Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net 

Office Hours:  9:30 am—2 pm  

Tues, Thurs, Fri 

 

Sunday Hours  

of Worship: 

Sunday School, 9:30 am        

Worship, 10:30 am 

We Invite You 

 to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian 
family. 

 to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our 
Lord Jesus 

 to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God 
and our neighbor's good." 

mailto:Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Secretary/Desktop/Newsletters/Newsletter_past%20years/Website/aqua/aqua/index1.html
mailto:Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net

