Springfield Cornerstone
JULY, 2021
Sun

Mon

9:30 Sunday School

Tue

10:30 am Worship Service

Wed

Online also!

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Annual
Conference

2 Annual
Conference

3 Annual
Conference

4 4th of July
10 am Worship
Annual Conference
streamed service
2 cent offering
No softball

5

6 Bible Study 7 pm
Zoom

7

8

9

10

11

12

13 Bible Study 7
pm Zoom

14 No church
meetings

15

16

17

19

20 Bible Study 7
pm Zoom

21

22

23

24

26

27 Bible Study 7
pm Zoom

28

29

30

31

Softball 2 pm vs
Cornerstone
18
Softball 2 pm vs
Mt. Pleasant

25
Softball 2 pm vs
Community Life

MISSION STATEMENT:
“Following Jesus for the glory of God
and our neighbors good”
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We welcome you
to worship with us
on Sunday’s at
10:30
in
the
morning. Sunday
school is in the
Fellowship Hall at
9:30 am. Considering the change in state guidelines wearing a
mask during worship is your choice. If you have
been vaccinated, you need not wear your mask,
but if you feel more comfortable wearing it, then
please do so. We will continue with the offering
plates in the back of the sanctuary for the time
being. You many choose to sit anywhere you like
in the sanctuary. We are beginning to sing hymns
during worship by sitting during the singing.
Worship is live-streamed on YouTube every
week for our family who joins us from home.
Please subscribe there and follow us on Facebook for regular updates. There is also a weekly
email with information and links. See the contact
information for addresses.

June Weekly offering and attendance
May 30, 2021 Attendance: 45;
Offering: $1,956.00; Specials: $1,437.41
June 6, 2021 Attendance: 42;
Offering: $1,660.00 Specials: $505.00
June 13, 2021 Attendance: 50;
Offering: $2,520.00; Specials: $865.00
June 20, 2021 Attendance: 50;
Offering: $1,310.00; Specials: $5,400.00
District Conference will be having an on-line
peace auction with proceeds going to the Peace
and Endowment Fund. They are looking for
people to donate homemade items: arts, crafts,
food, fabric and yarn items, etc. It will begin at
the beginning of conference and end on August
29. Contact Kris Hawk if interested in knowing
more about it.

Deacon Policy on Helping People People who are in
the hospital or sick should call Pastor Andrew, their
deacon or a deacon-on- call.
Prayer List: Please contact the office for prayer concerns to be listed in the bulletin and newsletter. Include
the person’s first and last name as well as the relationship to you. Also, please inform the office when a person’s name can be removed from the prayer list. The
new prayer list email is springfieldprayers@gmail.com. Please use this email in sending us
your prayer requests.
New
Church
email
address:
springfieldcob@gmail.com. Please make this change of email
address in your list of computer contacts. Thank you.
CD’s of the worship service available: Please let the
secretary know if you would like an audio CD mailed
to you each week.
Next Sunday -- worshiping with Annual Conference attendees We will be worshiping with Annual
Conference attendees on Sunday, July 4. We will
stream their service at 10:00 (note time change) watching with other congregations who could not be there in
person. This will be a special time to praise God with
the greater church body.
Annual Conference (on-line) begins this week on
Wednesday, June 30th thru Sunday, July 4th.
It begins with a worship service Wednesday evening,
June 30th, followed by worship each evening (8-9 pm)
until the last worship on Sunday morning, July 4th.
There will be business Thurs., Fri. and Sat. during the
day. The worship services are available for all to view
at no cost. For $99 (daily $33) you are able to partake
in all aspects of conference including the two special
concerts, business, insight sessions and other programs.
Go to https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/ for conference information and “How to Do Annual Conference
Online” training times via zoom sessions
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deacon Meeting: following the worship service June
27th.
Volunteers needed to help with District Conference,
Saturday, August 14 here at Springfield. It is a
scaled down, one-day event for delegates only. Volunteers are needed Friday evening for set up and Saturday
for greeters, kitchen help, parking, maintenance & clean
up. Contact Becky Burtoft.
Church Picnic A picnic is being planned for September. Would you prefer to combine this with the ice
cream social or to have them as separate events? Let
Ranay Hatherill know of your preference.
Volunteers needed to serve as worship leaders and
acolytes Worship and Fellowship is seeking volunteers
to be worship leaders and acolytes. We would love to
have ANY age participate as acolytes, so please consider signing up as we return slowly to our "normal" routine during worship. A sign up sheet is on the back table for both worship leader and acolyte.
The commission is also asking for any interested party
to learn the sound booth operations. A lot of work has
gone into creating a step by step document to guide you
through a service. Please see Christine Kline or mention your interest to Mike Conner.
Join the choir Put September 2nd on your calendar and plan to join the
choir! They will meet
each Thursday at 7:00 here
at church and need your
voice!
Special music for Sunday services. If you would like
to offer your talents for the on-line services, please contact Janice Myler or Christine Kline.
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Back to School Blast will be Sunday August 1st.
Contributions are welcome to finance BTSB.
Make your check out to the church and place in
the offering. Mark: BTSB
Zoom Bible Study: Zoom Bible Study—1 Corinthians. Tues. night at 7 pm.
2021 Flower Calendar Please take time and
choose a Sunday you would like to remember
friends or family members with altar flowers during the coming year.
Sunday school – Sunday school is meeting in the
Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am each Sunday before
our worship service. All are welcome.
The Kids’ Closet will be open on Aug. 1st, on
the same day as the BTSB. (The Kids’ Closet
will not open June and July because of summer
vacation.) We are still in need of clothing donations and monetary support. Keep this outreach
program in your prayers as the church serves the
community in Christ.
Upper Room The July-August issue of the Upper
Room is available inside the church entry way.
Church Softball Sunday afternoons Games are held at the St.
Nicholas Orthodox Church. Contact Mike Conner if you are interested in playing.
The Herald, May 2021 District Conference Issue
is now available on the back table. This issue includes District Conference registration and information. You can also download a copy online:
https://www.nohcob.org/blog/2021/05/06/may2021-district-conference-issue

Thanks from the Bonnie
Young family The Bonnie
Young family would like to
thank the congregation for the
prayers, cards, and meals provided after the passing of
Glenn. Your support has
meant so much to all of us!
Congratulations to the Boswell family upon the
adoption of their children into the family.

BIBLE READING CHALLENGE
Pastor Andrew is continuing his Bible Reading Challenge which began January 1st. You can jump in any
time. He is reading 85.2 verses a day to complete the
reading in 1 year. Beginning on June 22, Pastor Andrew is reading Psalm 44-49. You can read along with
him or decide to read anywhere in the Bible. The idea
is to spend some time each day reading the Bible.

West View Manor thanks They appreciate or recent donation of $100.
Thanks to all who helped with the recent memorial dinners the church provided. Special thanks
to Becky Burtoft and Bev Sheets for their planning
& coordination and to all those helping in the kitchen and bringing desserts. There are so many good
workers in our church!
Remembering our Graduates
We would like to recognize the following students
for their outstanding achievements this year. We
want to congratulate our graduates and send them
off with our prayers for a wonderful future. Always
remember that God is Lord and is always there for
you.
Cameron Coen graduated from Ohio State with an
engineering degree and is working in Washington
DC. He is the grandson of Grayce Woerz.
Josh Davis graduated from Springfield High
School.
Seth Frient graduated from Springfield High
School and will be attending Kent State University
for business in the fall.
Samantha Davis graduated from Kent State University with a Bachelor of Science degree and will
be leaving for Virginia soon to work in a national
park.
Savannah Mills graduated from Kent State University with a degree in public health and will be continuing on to earn a degree to become a registered
nurse.

2021 Summer Camp Schedule
www.inspirationhillscamp.org
The schedule has been modified for a later
start date this year and a few camps have
been eliminated. Grand Campers: PLEASE
contact the camp office for alternatives.
Beginners Camp
June 27-29
Junior Camp
July 4-9
Junior Camp “Light”
July 18-22
Beginners Camp 2.0 July 18-22
Please contact the camp office at 419 846-3010 for information.

June 27
Deacons meet after worship
June 30
Annual Conference begins
July 4
10 am church –Annual Conf. streamed
No Commission or Executive Meeting in July
August 1
Kids Closet; Back to School Blast
August 11
Commissions, 7 pm; Exe. Comm. Meet, 7:40 pm
August 14
District Conference
September 2 Choir Practice begins
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District Youth Actitives In July the district is
providing several youth events for those entering
6th-12th grades, parents and advisors. Call the district if interested.
Saturday, July 24, 4-7p: Eastern Area
Roller skating in the Youngstown/Warren area at
Cortland Roller Rink. We'll skate from 4-6p and
get dinner together afterwards. Cost is $10 per person (includes skate rental) + money for food.
Sunday, July 25, 5-8p: East Central Area
Bowling in the Akron/Canton area at Eastbury
Bowling Center in Canton. We'll bowl for a while
and then find dinner together afterwards. Cost is
$10 per person for 90 minutes of bowling
(includes shoe rental) + money for food.

Annual Conference
(online - June 30- July 4th)
The one good thing that
COVID has brought to us...
a virtual Church of the
Brethren Annual Conference. The distance, cost,
and time limitation has kept many of us from going
to conference. This year you can attend from home.
Registration for the conference is just $99 for full
remote access. Check out the delegates video that
also shares some of the other awesome things happening: https://www.brethren.org/ac2021/business/
More information about conference can be found in
the conference spring newsletter: https://
www.brethren.org/ac2021/wp-content/uploads/
sites/20/2021/04/AC-newsletter-2.pdf
Our delegate is Dustin Boswell with Mike Conner,
alternate. Note: The district has several churches
that are willing to serve as internet "hubs" so that
delegates have good internet connection and help to
connect - and so that others can join for worship and
business sessions.

District Conference
August 14, 2021
“Focusing on Jesus’ Vision”
Springfield Church of the Brethren
District Conference will be a 1 day event for delegates only. This will allow for social distancing as part
of the COVID-19 precautions that will be in place for those that gather. The day will open and close with
worship. While there will be no insight sessions, display area or peace auction on site, the day will open and
close with worship Brad Kelley, Moderator will speak at the opening worship at 9 am and Tom Zuercher
will be the speaker for closing worship at 2:30 pm. The worship services and business sessions will be live
streamed so that non-delegates can participate in this day. The registration fee is $40 which includes all materials, lunch, and snacks through the day.
Delegates representing Springfield are ClaraJean Knepp and Gail Naylor. Volunteers from our church are
needed Friday evening for set up and Saturday for greeters, kitchen help, parking, maintenance & clean up.
Contact Becky Burtoft.
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From the Pastor’s Desk:

Grace loves a show called Bluey. It follows the adventures of a family of anthropomorphic dogs in Brisbane, Australia. The show primarily follows sisters Bluey (6 years old) and Bingo (4 years old),
and their parents. The episode,“Bumpy and the Wise Old Wolfhound,” opens with Bingo in the hospital asking Mum
when she will be able to go home, and the doctor telling them both that they need to stay for a while longer. Mum and
Bingo are both saddened at the prospect, but they brighten up as they receive a video made by Bluey, Dad, and extended
family and friends.
In the video, they’re all wearing purple underpants and act out a story about Barnicus (Bluey) who wants to have
a child (puppy). One day, she wakes to find Bumpy (played by her baby cousin, Socks). Barnicus is overjoyed, but is
soon heartbroken when Bumpy becomes sick. She begins a quest to heal the puppy. She eventually is lead to the Wise
Old Wolfhound (her aunt Trixie). Barnicus bemoans the unfairness of Bumpy’s illness and pleads that the Wolfhound
would hear her. The Wise Old Wolfhound tells her that the only way to heal Bumpy is to receive a pair of purple underpants from someone who has never been sick. Barnicus goes to all of the other characters. They are willing to donate
their underpants, but time and time again they admit they, too, had been sick at one time or another. This leads Barnicus
to the realization, “Everyone gets sick sometimes, not just Bumpy. Getting sick is a part of life.” The episode ends with
a montage of Bumpy getting better and the family saying, “See you at home Bingo.”
I love this show for a lot of reasons, and not just because it sneaks in a lot of dad humor and it is entertaining for
both Grace and me. It tackles tough problems for young ones, such as death, loneliness, sickness, aging loved ones, and
past trauma. This particular episode has sat more strongly with me as of late: the children’s struggle to understand why
Bingo is in the hospital, the pain and worry that I am sure Mum and Dad were feeling, and how stories and shared experiences can help us to cope during difficult moments. I don’t fully agree with the show’s conclusion that Bumpy or
Bingo’s illnesses aren’t unfair, but it does a wonderful job of showing that they aren’t journeying alone.
Before May 20th, I didn’t realize how many people had walked a similar path as my family’s. I didn’t even know
that I have an older cousin who is with my daughter this day. Over and over again, people told me their stories of loss,
babies born still, children whose earthly lives lasted mere hours or months, and even those who lived for years but still
preceded their parents in death. It is all terribly painful and terribly unfair.
We often turn to or away from our faith in these moments. We take comfort in God’s embrace, or we scream at
the Creator for putting us in such terrible positions. You’re allowed to do both—at least, I did. I cried and asked God to
hold me up and I screamed at God, “It’s not fair,” and, “Why her!?” I didn’t expect a Job-like response, an opening of
the heavens and God in a whirlwind showing me the cosmos and explaining that my view of justice and righteousness is
too limited to understand all the whys and wherefores. But I can say that I wanted some answers. I received those answers through the many voices, notes, and gestures by others. I also experienced it through some encounters with God’s
birds and flowers.
I want to thank you all, for your prayers, actions, and kind words. For those who cried
with us for the pain we were experiencing and those who cried as memories of past losses were
relived. I don’t have a good answer as to why such things happen, but I know that it is through
community and faith that we can find the strength to stand and walk forward into the future.
As for my sweet Sophia Arden, I’ll see her at home, though it may be decades before I get to walk through the
door and be greeted by my little girl. For now, I’ll walk this life understanding a bit more of how precious every person
is and how we all walk with stories of Love and Loss. May God bless you in your journey and may you always feel the
love of the Divine and those who await your coming home.
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Polity: How to organize a Church
Learning about our Brothers and Sister Denominations
The Church, just like every other group of humans, has had to create structures that govern faith and assign authority to make organizational decisions. We don’t know exactly how the Early Church was setup. It
appears that the Apostles and James the brother of Jesus held a great deal of influence and were often looked
to for guidance (Acts 15). However, they were sometimes ignored, even by other church leaders (1 Cor.
10:25). It appears that the authority to decide who was a member and who wasn’t was in the gathering of each
congregation (1 Cor. 5:3-5). Currently we have a plethora of styles that denominations and congregations use,
here are 3 of the most basic:
Episcopal: Authority in matters of Faith and Organization rest in Leaders at the or near the Top and filter
down to the People. This comes from the Greek epískopos, meaning ‘overseer.’
Roman Catholicism is the most recognized denomination in this style, with the Pope at the top, then authority
filtering down through the Cardinals, Bishops, Priests, and then the People. Anglicans and the United Methodists also follow this format, however, the Authority lies in the Bishops and not those above them. What
marks an Episcopal style is that there are single people who are able to make decisions for the group.
Presbyterian: Authority in matters of Faith and Organization rest in Groups of Elders called out by the People. This comes from the Greek word presbyteros, meaning ‘elder.’ The authority here rests on groups
(councils/synods/commissions…) of people choose for their spiritual maturity by the people. This group still
has some top-down authority. There may also be Bishops or District Ministers, but their ability to lead rests in
the group of elders.
The Presbyterian Church is the most notable who use this system, however some groups, like the Anglicans in
the US, have a Presbyter system that shares authority with the Clergy. Many Congregational groups (like the
CoB) also have a Presbyter like system to handle certain tasks within the group.
Congregationalist: Authority in matters of Faith and Organization rest in Congregation
and/or the Individual. This is us, as a Congregationalist we may elect councils or participate in denominational meetings, but the decisions of those groups are generally unenforceable. Instead, much like the Early Church, it is up to the individual believers and
congregations to choose how to (or not to) follow those rulings.
These are just broad brush strokes on polity, you can find a great deal of variation in each group. Not to mention a lot of mixing, such as a congregational church whose pastor acts as the single authority.
What do you think? What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of each group? What do you think
best reflects Jesus’s ministry, the Early Church, or the Church that will need to meet the modern world?
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Social media
Upcoming News
Sunday service: We are continuing to offer worship online by broadcasting directly on YouTube.
How to watch:
You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel.
Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
Or you can search for “Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are able to subscribe, please do!
You can also set it so it will tell you when we go live.
Bible Study: We are now beginning a new study. Meeting time is Tuesday at 7:00 pm using Zoom,
meeting will be open at 6:00 if you want to come early.
Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?
pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09;
Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape
Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408
If you need assistance contact Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695)
Facebook Devotion Live Visits: 10-20 minute visit with Scripture, Prayer, News, and a few
Thoughts Tuesdays at 9:30 am,
*******************************************************************************************************
The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings!







Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
New information is posted here; FB Live Visits happen here!;
you don’t need to have an account to see the page.
YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates!
The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.
Email: Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address.
Bonnie Young and Beckie Ebie send out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain
Bonnie:bonniey417@gmail.com.; Beckie: springfieldcob@gmail.com;

Use this email to send prayer requests: springfieldprayers@gmail.com
Website: http://www.springfield-cob.com — Regularly updated, this a great way to keep in
the know!
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Springfield Church of the Brethren
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058
Church email: Springfieldcob@gmail.com
Church web address: Springfield-cob.com

We Invite You




Pastor: Andrew Wenger
Phone: (717) 725-4695
Email: scob.andrew@gmail.com
Pastor’s In-Office Hours: Tues.– Fri.
mornings, and by appointment
Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie
Church Office: 330/628-3058
email: Springfieldcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:30 am—2 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri
Sunday Hours
of Worship:
Sunday School, 9:30 am
Worship, 10:30 am
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to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian
family.
to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our
Lord Jesus
to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God
and our neighbor's good."

