Springfield Cornerstone
June 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Camp staff training 5/30—6/9

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4 Kid’s Closet, 10 am-12
pm

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
Online also!
5

2 Cent Offering

6

7 Prayer Mtg,
6 pm

8

Prayer
Mtg. 1 pm
Commissions 7
pm & Executive
Comm. Mtg.
7:40pm

9

10 Mom and
Me Camp

11 Mom &
Me Camp

13

14 Prayer
Meeting, 6 pm

15 Prayer Mtg.
1 pm

26

17

18

22 Prayer Mtg.
1 pm

23

24

25

29 Prayer Mtg.
1 pm

30

Camp Sr. Hi Bash 7/1-2

Pentecost Sunday—
wear red.

12 Graduation
Sunday
Sr. Camp 12-17th
19 Father’s Day;
Reception for
Boswell’s

Flag Day
20

Grand Camp
21-24th

Jr. Hi. Camp 1924th

26

21 Prayer
Mtg. 6 pm

1st Day of
Summer
27

28 Prayer
Mtg. 6 pm

MISSION STATEMENT:
“Following Jesus for the glory of God
and our neighbors good”
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We are so happy and
honored to have you
join us in worship today. Masks are provided
in the back for those
who would like one.
For those who feel unsafe gathering, we continue
to offer worship live online. Worship is livestreamed on YouTube every week for our family
who joins us from home. Please subscribe there
and follow us on Facebook for regular updates.
May Weekly offering and attendance
May 1, 2022 Attendance: 31; Offering: $2,191.80;
Specials: $0
May 8, 2022 Attendance: 47; Offering: $1,889.10;
Specials: $100.00
May 15, 2022 Attendance: 49; Offering: $2,361.00;
Specials: $25.00
May 22, 2022; Attendance: 38; Offering: $4,240.00;
Specials: $22,173.69
May 29, 2022; Attendance: 41; Offering: $1,662.80;
Specials: $2,631.61

Commission Meetings
Wednesday, June 8, 7 pm
Executive Committee Meeting
June 8, 7:40 pm

Deacon Policy on Helping People - People who are in
the hospital or sick should call Pastor Andrew, their
deacon or a deacon-on- call.
Bulletin information: If you have any information or
prayer concerns you would like in the bulletin, please
email them to the church by Thursday each week.
Thanks.
CD’s of the worship service available: Please let the secretary know if
you would like an audio CD mailed to
you each week.
The Prayer Chain: One
of the most vital ministries that we offer one
another is our prayers.
We pray for each other in
times of health and sickness, in moments of joy and sorrow. Sometimes, prayers are needed between our worship services or they
are ones that we don’t want to publicly share but wish
to be lifted up by the group. For these times we offer
the Prayer Chain.
If you have a prayer that you wished to share among
the community, you can reach out by: connecting Pastor Andrew’s cell, the Church Secretary’s phone,
or email springfieldprayers@gmail.com. (If prayers are
urgently needed, call Pastor Andrew.) Reasons for
prayers and names do not have to disclosed if that is
your wish.
The call for prayers are then put out in two ways:
the Email Group and the Call Chain. If you wish to be
added to either of these groups, please contact the
church secretary. Also, the Call Chain has
been updated in the new Church Directory, please consult it if you are on or have been on the Call Chain to
confirm who should call you, whom you should call,
and that you are on the list if you want to be.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thanks choir! The choir will be
taking their summer break and
begin singing again in September.
We want to thank the choir for the
wonderful music they have provided us during this past year.
Meanwhile, we welcome your special music that
you provide during the summer months!
Tuesday & Wednesday Prayer Meeting All are
invited to join for this time of fellowship and renewal online or in person. We will meet for a
prayer meeting from 6-7 pm Tuesday and from 1-2
pm on Wednesdays in the Circle of Friends room,
downstairs. Prayer meetings will continue into the
summer, with Bible Study having ended until September.
Commission meetings, 7 pm, Wed. June 8th followed by the Executive Committee Meeting at
7:40 pm.
Music & Worship:
This commission is hoping you will volunteer
your time and talents this
summer with summer
music. We will be putting a sign-up sheet in the back in the next couple
of weeks. Also Music and Worship is looking for
volunteers to man the sound booth and do slides
for the Sunday’s in July when the usual people
who do this will be out of town.
Fellowship & Recreation:
Graduation
Sunday
is
planned for June 12. If anyone in your family is graduating let us know ahead of
time in order to be recognized.
On June 19 we will recognize the Boswell’s

family (completed adoption) with a reception.
Our church picnic will be later in the summer with
more details at a later date.
Witness: Mark your calendars for packing BTSB bags
Sat. August 6 with the event on August 7th.
Volunteers needed for Sunday school teachers &
nursery helpers. Christian Ed. will be starting a Sunday school class during the Sunday school hour for our
younger children. We need a teacher for this class.
Please, please, keep this need in your prayers. We need
someone to fill this position. There is a Nursery Signup sheet on the bulletin board in the back of the sanctuary.
VBS Director needed: We are planning to have Vacation Bible School this year, August 8th-11th. We need
someone who is willing to serve as VBS director. Please
pray about these needs & consider volunteering to help.
We cannot nurture Christian growth & values in our
children without adults who are interested & willing to
help.
Adult Sunday school: On Sunday, June 5th and 12th, we will be
watching the movie, The Overcomer. We will begin lessons to coincide with the movie on Sunday,
June 19th. The Overcomer is a wonderful Christian based movie that followed the making
of The War Room. Please join us to watch the movie
during the Sunday school hour for the next two weeks,
and then for the lessons after that. This class is found off
the hallway behind the sanctuary. We have enjoyed being together during the Sunday school hour these past
few months and have grown closer as a group and to our
Lord and God. To ensure that we can watch the movie
in its entirety for the next two weeks, the class will be
starting promptly at 9:30 am. Please join us!
Messenger –The most recent May “Messenger” is in
the back. Take time to borrow (with a return) to enjoy
denominational articles!
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Condolences
Condolences to the family of Pastor Mike Zellers of Freeeburg CoB. He passed away
Saturday, May 28th. Services were at the Freeburg CoB yesterday.
Please keep Howard Ludwick and the family of Mary Ann Ludwick in your prayers.
Mary Ann went to be with the Lord May 15.. Her funeral, followed by a family dinner,
were held May 21 here at the church. Donations can be made to Springfield Church of the
Brethren.
Thank You
Thanks Faye Reed wants to thank you all for your prayers for her son-in-law, Steve, who
was just released from the hospital this morning. He is doing fine.
Clara Jean Knepp is home now with a monitor. She is doing fine and walking. The family thanks you for
all of your prayers in the past few days and going forward.
Dear friends at Springfield Church of the Brethren, Thank you for all the support and care you provided
for our family on the death of MaryAnn. We were deeply blessed by each one that came during the visitation and by the many cards we received. We are so appreciative of the food that was brought to the house
and for the meal served to us at church after the service. We are also grateful for Pastor Andrew's ministry to us and all that helped in the service. It is a joy to be surrounded by such a caring community of
faith. Thank you, Howard Ludwick and family.
Thanks from Sister Josie: Thank you for all for your kind cards and prayers during this time. I am praying
for you all and our church. God is blessing me daily in so many ways. Praise and thank him daily. Love,
Josie
Thanks from the Missions and Ministries of the Church of the Brethren for our recent contribution to support the ministries of our denomination.

Prayer Meetings & Bible Study
We have recently started a new Bible Study series that will examine the Book of
Isaiah. This study is taking a recess during the summer months but will start up again in
September 6.
We will also continue to offer prayer meetings throughout the summer months and
continuing into the fall months. I personally have found prayer extremely beneficial for
my spirit and highly encourage all to join. They are offered Tuesday Evenings from 6-7
pm and Wednesday Afternoons from 1-2 pm. These meetings are also offered on-line.
All are invited to join us for a time of fellowship and renewal.
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May Commission Meeting Notes
Christian Education Commission
 Preparing for National Youth Conference. Two
advisors (Becky Burtoft & Mike Conner) and two
youth (Jade and Adan) will be attending.)
Fellowship & Recreation Commission
 Planning a reception for Boswell family after
church Sunday, June 19
 The church picnic will be later this summer. Plan
to have it here at the church, but there was discussion about having it at a nearby park and including a worship service at the park before the meal.
Looking into availability of shelter. More details
to follow.
Finance Commission
 Concern about the $8,300 which has been spent
over this year’s giving, year to date.
 14-16 cemetery lots were sold at the old rate
 A CD expired and cashed in for another one at a
better rate.
Music and Worship Commission
 Need people to fill in during July to do the sound
booth and slides
 Father’s Day—will provide candy to the men
 Summer Music — need volunteers to provide
Sunday music.
.Trustee Commission
 No report this month.
Witness Commission
 We submitted the Kingdom Advancing Grant for
the BTSB and Kid’s Closet on April 29. We had
much help from our commission members and
others (Janice Myler, Pat Beach, Brenda Church
and Meredith Morckel.) We will know if we receive money in July.
 Planning BTSB on Aug. 7 —see ClaraJean Knepp





to help.
Packing bags on Aug 6 at 10 am — see Mike
Conner to help
Kid’s Closet —in May we served 3 families (8
kids)
Everything we do is a result of the generosity of
church members. Thank You!

Deacons Report
 Provided funeral dinners for Ron Cordier’s and
Mary Ann Ludwick’s funeral.
 Provided shut in services and will do so again in
the next couple of weeks.
 Beyond Care Groups —Bev Bridger and Kim
Morckel in charge — will be reaching out to people in need.
 Deacon Meeting in June to plan ice cream social
in the fall.
 Deacons continuing to send cards, call and visit
their care group members.
 We encourage all members to reach out to their
deacon when a need arises to celebrate happenings, to pray, to talk, to walk together in Christ.
Revitalization Committee
This committee is an outgrowth of the following
people attending the District Revitalization Workshop in early March.
 This committee has met three times so far with
Pastor Andrew (facilitator), Bev Sheets, Kim
Morckel, Clarajean Knepp, Rany Hatherill and
Mike Conner attending.
 Hoping to have more carry-in meals (23-25 people stayed for last meal)
and times when people
meet and sign cards to
go to nursing homes and
teachers at schools.
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From the Pastor’s Desk:
Brothers & Sisters, wash feet!

The news coming out of Texas has been heartbreaking.
Every shooting is, but one that takes place in an elementary
school is especially painful. The story of what happened has continued to change as more information becomes available, but the
reactions of people on both sides of the political spectrum hasn’t.
We all know their arguments; they have been basically the same
ones since the shooting at Columbine H.S. in 1999. We have
sadly reached stalemate.
What is the solution? Should we tightly monitor and/or limit
access to guns? Should we harden our public spaces into ones
that quickly eliminate threats? Or is it because Christianity is a
diminishing presence in our society, and our young folk need
more religion in our public programs? I am sure that even in our
small community that we would disagree about the source of the
problem, and the solution. We can, however, all agree that it
needs to end. As Christians, we can also agree that our faith
should inform, if not dictate, our conversations and decisions.
What does the Bible say? Well that depends on how you
read it. Many Americans like to picture our nation as a reincarnation of ancient Israel. They proactively encourage a state religion
that will create and enforce laws that are based upon a version of
the Torah, and take up arms to create and defend this new theocracy. (This is called Christian Nationalism.) Many who followed
or feared Jesus thought that this was the Kingdom of Heaven
that he was going to create.
Another way to read the Bible is to look at how Jesus reacts to these expectations. In Luke 22:35-38, Jesus tells his disciples to sell their belongings to buy swords. “Surely,” the disciples probably thought, “Now we are beginning our fight against
the Romans and their collaborators.” Someone reports that they
have two swords among the group (12-70+ people in total). Jesus responds, “That’s enough!” Two swords, of course, would be
woefully inadequate.
Jesus is being subversive, not only to those who opposed
him, but to those that were his closest followers. His Way would
not win through violence, whether it is the sword of an uprising or
of a ruler. Paul furthers teaching in 1 Corinthians 5:12, “What
business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you
not to judge those inside?” It is a call for Christians to not become obsessed with fixing the splinters in the eyes of nonChristians, but instead be careful that we are living Christ’s path.
The Christian way is a rejection of violence and power.
So if Jesus wouldn’t be embracing either the Right or the
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Left’s approach, how would he react to the problem of gunviolence? Perhaps we need to set back and look at what we
know about gun violence in the U.S. (Sourcing below)
 The majority of gun-related deaths in our nation are from
suicide.1
 Most gun-related homicides are between people who
know each other. 2/3
 Only about 10% of gun-related homicides are random
shootings, in which there is no relationship between shooter
and victim.2/3
Mass-shootings are less than 1%, though the shocking nature of random and mass-shootings tend to get the most attention. 4
I don’t see an epidemic of gun-violence, but an epidemic of brokenness. Broken relationships, broken spirits,
and broken lives in a society where an especially dangerous
and effective weapon is easier to obtain than help. Appropriate and necessary help (mental, social, and otherwise) is
often inaccessible, much more difficult to acquire, or hidden
deep under masses of red tape that make it frustrating to
apply for.
Jesus always seeks to make broken people whole and
he calls on us to do the same. Jesus lays out expectations for
those who call themselves his followers. They must: feed the
hungry, quench the thirsty, invite in the stranger, clothe the
naked, care for the sick, and visit the imprisoned. (Matt.
25:31-46) Or to write it in a slightly different way: care for
those who lack the basic necessities for life, those who are
suffering in body and heart, and those who are held at arms
length by others. Imagine if every Christian in our land embraced this teaching fully!
I know this letter won’t end these violent outbreaks,
but I urge you to embrace Jesus’s way. For every person
who embraces Jesus’s teachings, we are another step closer
to the Kingdom of Heaven. Your way of living may help another person live Jesus’s way too, or you may make one person hope again in a better life. Brothers & Sisters, wash feet!
Sources

1https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/home-and-community/safety-topics/guns/data-

details/
2https://www.statista.com/statistics/195327/murder-in-the-us-byrelationship-of-victim-to-offender/
3https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/forensic-insights/202112/thetruth-about-stranger-homicide-and-whos-really-risk
4https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/mass-shootings-are-rare-firearmsuicides-are-much-more-common-and-kill-more-americans

Shipment from Brethren Service
Center sends relief to Ukraine
May 9, 2022 CoB Newsline

“This shipment has been in the works for quite a while but FINALLY is on its way,” reported Loretta Wolf,
director of Material Resources for the Church of the Brethren.
The Material Resources staff work out of the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md., to collect, warehouse, and ship relief goods for a number of
ecumenical and humanitarian partner organizations.
The Material Resources staff most recently have been working on a Lutheran
World Relief shipment to respond to the Ukraine situation, Wolf said. “We
loaded five trailers with donated items…to fly from Dulles Airport to Poland
and to Ukraine.”
The shipment consisted of approximately 9,600 quilts, 4,160 school kits,
18,500 personal care kits, 4,080 baby care kits, and 21,330 pounds of
soap. It is to arrive this week.
(The work that we do as churches in putting together kits has a big impact on those those need these services!) Find out more about the work
and
ministry
of
Material
Resources
at
www.brethren.org/
brethrenservicecenter.

Summer Camp! It’s A Treasure Hunt!
Join us this summer in an exciting quest to discover more about God’s love and teachings. Your adventure
will take you on a treasure hunt through the Bible (map provided!) to find the important things Jesus told us about God, the world, and the people around us. Jesus’
parables will be our clues as we discover the path laid out for us as Christians and the
ultimate treasure; a new life in Christ! “For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” Matthew 6:21 Visit the camp web page for camp dates and registration
forms.
http://www.inspirationhillscamp.org/camp/
Mom (or dad!) & Me Camp
Grand Camp
Beginners Camp/Beginners Camp 2.0
Junior Camp/Junior Camp Lite
Junior High Camp
Senior High Camp and Weekend Bash
May Newsletter — See what’s happening at camp in May:
https://conta.cc/3wc4jP6
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Social Media
Sunday service: We are continuing to offer worship
online by broadcasting directly on YouTube. How to
watch: You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on
Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel. Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw Or you can search
for “Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are
able to subscribe, please do! You can also set it so it
will tell you when we go live.
Bible Study: We have started a new study, “Isaiah”
The class is taking a recess over the summer and will
begin meeting in September. Meeting time is Tuesday
at 7:00 pm using Zoom. A Prayer Meeting will precede
at 6:00 pm. Also: Bible Study Wednesday from 2-3
pm with prayer time before from 1-2 pm. The prayer
meetings will last through the summer; Bible study
will conclude May 24 until fall.
Bible Study Direct Link: https:/
us04web.zoom.usj/553074408?
pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape
Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553
074 408. If you need assistance contact Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695)

June 4

Kids Closet, 10-12 pm

June 8

Commissions and Exec, Comm. Mtg.

June 12 Graduation Sunday
June 19 Reception for Boswells
June 19 Father’s Day
July 2

Kid’s Closet 10 am -12 pm

July 10-14 Annual Conference in Omaha NE
(Delegate: Glen Grunder with Clarajean Knepp as
alternate)
July 23-28 NYC will be in Colorado
August 6 Packing bags for BTSB, 10 am
August 7 BTSB
August 8-11 VBS will be evenings, Monday thru
Thurs.
August 12-13 District Conference will be at the
Popular Ridge CoB (Delegates: Mike Conner &
Pastor Andrew with Jean Garcia as alternate)
Theme: “Allelon: We the Church” -One another,
Mutually, together, Hebrews 10:24

The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings!
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
New information is posted here; you don’t need to have an account to see the page.
 YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
 Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates!
 The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.
 Email: Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address.
 The church office sends out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain
springfieldcob@gmail.com;
Use this email to send prayer requests: springfieldprayers@gmail.com
Website: http://www.springfield-cob.com . Regularly updated, great way to keep in the know!
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Springfield Church of the Brethren
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058
Church email: Springfieldcob@gmail.com
Church web address: Springfield-cob.com

We Invite You




Pastor: Andrew Wenger
Phone: (717) 725-4695
Email: scob.andrew@gmail.com
Pastor’s In-Office Hours: Tues.– Fri.
mornings, and by appointment
Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie
Church Office: 330/628-3058
email: Springfieldcob@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:30 am—2 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri
Sunday Hours
of Worship:
Sunday School, 9:30 am
Worship, 10:30 am
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to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian
family.
to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our
Lord Jesus
to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God
and our neighbor's good."

