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Springfield Cornerstone 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Following Jesus for the glory of God  

and our neighbors good” 

MARCH 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  Zoom Pas-

tor’s Meeting 

10 am, Zoom 

Bible Study, 7 

pm 

2  
Ash Wednesday 

3  Choir Prac-

tice, 7 pm 

4  Congrega-

tion Revitaliza-

tion Workshop 

6:30—8:30 pm, 

Maple Grove 

5  Kid’s Clos-

et, 10-12 pm 

Workshop 

8:30 am—

4:30 pm 

6  2 Cent Offering,  

Hartville CoB, Lent 

Service 

7 8  Zoom Bible 

Study, 7 pm  

Pastor’s 

Lunch, noon 

9  Commission 

& Executive 

Committee 

Meetings, 7 pm 

10  Choir Prac-

tice, 7 pm 

11 12  Fellow-

ship Hall re-

served from 1

-6 pm 

13 Daylight Sav-

ings Time 

Center CoB, Lent 

Service; Youth 

fundraiser Crockpot 

after church 

14    movie, 

“The War 

Room”  7 pm 

15  Zoom Pas-

tor’s Meeting, 

10 am; Zoom 

Bible Study, 7 

pm 

16 17 St Pat-

rick’s Day  

Choir Practice, 

7 pm 

18 19 

20  1st day of 

Spring; Springfield 

CoB Lenten Service 

7 pm 

21   22  Zoom Bible 

Study, 7 pm 

23 24   Choir 

Practice, 7 pm 

25 26 

27  Eastwood CoB 

Lenten Service, 7 

pm 

28 29  Zoom Bible 

Study, 7 pm 

30 31 Choir Prac-

tice 7 pm; Pas-

tor’s Work-

shop, 10-4, 

Ashland Dick-

ey 

 

9:30 Sunday School      

10:30 am  Worship Service     

Online also! 
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We are so happy and 

honored to have you join 

us in worship today. As 

you are preparing for 

worship, please consider 

wearing a mask during our gathering. The most 

simple way that we can protect ourselves, our 

families, and our brothers and sisters is to where a 

mask and distance ourselves as possible.  

For those who feel unsafe gathering, we continue 

to offer worship live online. For those who gather, 

we ask that you are mindful of disease and proac-

tively work to protect others. We will continue 

with the offering plates in the back of the sanctu-

ary. You many choose to sit anywhere you like in 

the sanctuary. We are continuing to sing hymns 

during the service by sitting during the singing. 

Worship is live-streamed on YouTube every week 

for our family who joins us from home. Please 

subscribe there and follow us on Facebook for 

regular updates.  

Deacon Policy on Helping People  People who are in 

the hospital or sick should call Pastor Andrew, their 

deacon or a deacon-on- call. 

Prayer List:  Please contact the office for prayer con-

cerns to be listed in the bulletin & newsletter. Include 

the person’s first & last name as well as the relationship 

to you. Also, please inform the office when a person’s 

name can be removed from the prayer list. The new 

prayer list email is springfieldprayers@gmail.com.  

Use this email in sending us your prayer requests.  

 

Bulletin information:  If you have any information or 

prayer concerns you would like in the bulletin, please 

email them to the church by Thursday each week. 

Thanks.  

CD’s of the worship service available:   Please let the 

secretary know if you would like an audio CD mailed 

to you each week.  

February Weekly offering  
and attendance 

 
January 30, 2022;   Attendance: 24;  Offering: $1,906.80;   

                 Specials: $381.73 

February 6, 2022:   Attendance: 29;  Offering: $1,700.00;  

                 Specials: $390.00 

February 13, 2022; Attendance: 35;  Offering: $1,269.80;  

                  Specials: $50.00  

February 20, 2022; Attendance: 40;  Offering: $2,200.00;              

                   Specials: $1,697.50 

Thank You Notes 

Dear friends at Akron Springfield, Thank you for your generosity in 

supporting ministries in the N. Ohio District.  Your ongoing, 

faithful giving blesses so many as we work together for Christ’s 

Kingdom.  With deep appreciation, Kris Hawk 

Dear Springfield Congregation:  (January 31st) Thank you again for 

your continued support of the camp ministry; we certainly appre-

ciate  your generosity and thoughtfulness.  Last week we held our 

annual Winter Camps and had lots of snow for the campers to build 

snowmen, track wildlife, sled down Toboggan Hill and build igloos.  

We invite you to view the pictures from winter camp and get up-

dates about camp on our Facebook page, just look for “Inspiration 

Hills”.  Many prayers for you and your families in this new year, 

stay safe and healthy!  Shannon Kahler    

Thank you from the Core Ministries  of the denomination for 

your giving to the missions and ministries of the CoB.  With grati-

tude, we acknowledge your support. Reach out to us if you have 

questons.  Traci Roberstein      847-429-4370/or email: 

MA@brethren.org.  

Commission Meetings 

Wednesday, March 9th, 7 pm 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 9th, 7:40 pm 

mailto:847-429-4370/or%20email:%20MA@brethren.org
mailto:847-429-4370/or%20email:%20MA@brethren.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This coming Wednesday is Ash Wednesday 
which begins the Lenten season.  Please note the 
dates for the Brethren church’s Lenten services 
beginning at Hartville next Sunday evening at 7 
pm. Springfield will host the service on March 20.  

Condolences the the family of Sondra Grund.  
Saturday, February 19th Sondra Grund joined the 
Lord in paradise. We are saddened at her loss, but 
comforted in the knowledge that she is at last free 
of pain and reunited with the ones she has missed 
so much. Please hold her family in prayer. Her fu-
neral service will be 3 pm following calling hours 
at 2 pm, Sunday, February 27 at the church. 

Good news in the Mohler family. Riley Rayne 
was delivered by C-section a day early, a perfect 
Valentine for their family. She was 8 lbs - 9 oz and 
19.5". Congratulations to the family! 

Flower Calendar:  The Flower Calendar is on the 
back board. If you would like to honor or recog-
nize the memory of someone in the coming 
months, please add the contact information. See 
Sam Courie if you have questions. The cost is $20 
for altar flowers.  

Upper Room devotionals for March/April can be 
found in the literature rack beside the mail entry.  

We invite you to join one of three Sunday 
school classes, one of which is for grades 6-12 
meeting in the youth room upstairs. The adult clas-
ses meet in the two classrooms found off the hall-
way behind the sanctuary at 9:30 am Sunday 

mornings.  

Attention to All!  The 
"Fan or a Follower" 
Sunday School class has 
been completed.  We are 
now looking at starting 
Sunday School lessons 
based on the movie,"The 
War Room".  In the next 

couple of weeks, all will be invited to attend an evening 
showing of "The War Room" here at church.  Even if 
you have seen it before, please come see it again! All 
who have seen it, seem to have loved it!  The Sunday 
after the movie showing, we will begin a Sunday School 
class using materials available that coincide with the 
movie. All are welcome to attend!  Be watching for the 
details of the evening showing and the starting date of 
our upcoming Sunday School class. You do not need to 
attend the movie showing to attend the class. We would 
love to see you there!  With Covid numbers dropping, 
it's a good time to get our SS classes back up and run-
ning!  Attending Sunday School class is a great way to 
grow and strengthen our faith in God while enjoying 
spiritual growth and fellowship with one another. Thank 
you  

Zoom Bible Study Tues at 7 pm: We are studying a 

book by Samuel Sarpiya’s: The Highest of All Moun-

tains.  All are welcome. 

Cemetery lots for sale:  Currently Springfield members 

can purchase cemetery lots in the newly expanded Ma-

ple Hill Cemetery for $250.00 per lot.  After March 31, 

2022, the price will increase to $500.00 for members 

and persons of lineage to members. See Mark Conner.  

Volunteers are needed to share 

in our worship service at 10:30 

each Sunday:  worship leaders, 

acolytes, greeters/greeter coordi-

nator, and sound booth opera-

tions. We also welcome special 

music and new choir members. 

Please talk with the pastor if you 

are interested in any of these op-

portunities.  

New 2022 Church Directory.  Thanks you for provid-

ing updates for this year’s directory which will be avail-

able next Sunday.  

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Brethren Lenten Schedule 

for 2022 

Theme: The Events of Holy 
Week 

Refreshments following each 
service 

Date Church Speaker 

March 6, 2022   
7 pm 

Matt. 21:1-10 on 
the Triumphal 
Entry 

Hartville 
CoB 

Moses Siakula 

March 13, 2022  
7 pm 

Matt. 21:12-13, 
on Jesus Clears 
the Temple 

Center CoB Mike Conner 

March 20, 2022  
7 pm 

Matt. 26:6-13, 
on Jesus Anoint-
ed at Bethany 

Springfield 
CoB 

Jim Lee 

March 27, 2022  
7 pm 

Matt. 26:17-25, 
on The Upper 
Room 

Eastwood 
CoB 

Tobin Crenshaw 

April 3, 2022      
7 pm 

Judy Workinger 
will be the choir 
director 

Mt. Pleasant 
CoB 

Festival of 
Choirs 
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2022 DATES 

Annual Conference, July 10-14, Omaha, Ne-

braska 

BTSB — Sunday, August 7th 

VBS — Aug 8-11, Monday through Thurs.  

District Conference. Fri. & Sat. Aug 12, 13, 

Popular Ridge COB, Defiance, OH. Our 

theme is Allelon:  We the Church (One Anoth-

er, Mutually, Together), Hebrews 10:24.  

Restoring Congre-

gational Vitality 

workshop will be 

held this Friday 

evening, March 4-5 from 6:30 pm with wor-

ship and the session from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

and Saturday from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm with 

lunch provided at the Maple Grove CoB, just 

north of Ashland. The presenter is Galen 

Hackman. Can dry bones live again?  Yes, 

but we need the help of the Holy Spirit within 

the community of faith for us to become emo-

tional & spiritual healthy.  Hoping as many as 

possible from Springfield will be able to partic-

ipate in this workshop. The cost is $75 per 

church to cover lunch and materials. Come 

and share in carpooling down and back.  

The Herald, Winter 2022 issue is available to 

read and download online at https://

www.nohcob.org/blog/2022/01/31/february-

2022-winter-issue . Copies can be found on 

back table. 

Conference Quilt block  Our congregation is 

invited to create a block for the 2022 Annual 

Conference quilts.  See flyer on bulletin 

board.  

Annual Conference Covid Response 

Plan copies are on the back on table. 

SISTERS’ Spring Retreat April 30th, Loca-

tion TBD (Central Area) Guest speaker: Laura 

Kell, Center CoB Visit www.nohcob.org/sisters 

for more information. 

Thanks from Bethany Seminary for our recent 

contribution of $300.00.     Jeff Carter, President 

DISTRICT NEWS Mark your calendar:   

Daylight Savings Time 

is soon approaching on 

Sunday, March 13th. 

Spring is almost here!!!  

A good day to celebrate 

by staying after church 

for the youth crockpot 

fundraiser (for NYC).  

The first day of spring 

will be the following 

Sunday, March 20th.    
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. - Ephe-
sians 6:12 
 
I’m writing this on February 22nd. Last night Russian President Vladimir Putin recognized two regions in 
Ukraine as independent and sent Russian troops to back those that he supported, effectively invading 
another nation. I don’t know what the future will hold. This situation could have completely resolved 
itself by the time this letter is published and in your mailbox, or it could have turned far worse. I pray 
it doesn’t, especially for the people of Ukraine. 
I know that there are always conflicts going on around the world. To name a few: civil wars in South 
Sudan, Yemen, and Afghanistan; sectarian violence in Nigeria & Myanmar; ongoing tensions between Is-
rael and Palestine; genocides against the Rohingya, Nuer, Iraqi Christians, Yazidis, Darfuris, and Ui-
ghurs. This terrible flower blooming in Eastern Ukraine is nothing new, but with the specters of the 
wars of the 20th century, this time feels especially worrisome.  
But what answer do we have? Sometimes there are people who engage in evil and the only way to stop 
them is with force, right? Honestly, a lot of the time I don’t have the perfect answer. I can be ok with 
not defending myself, but I can’t claim that if my loved one was being harmed. I may know on a spiritual 
and intellectual level that violence is sinful, but on an emotional level, it is permissible given the situa-
tion. Both understandings live in my heart. 
So I look to the Bible for help and I encounter how the Apostles saw the problem of violence and sin in 
the world. In their understanding, violence doesn’t spring from people, but rather evil ‘spiritual beings.’ 
These ‘beings’ work evil by causing conflict between individuals. More concerning, they work greater 
evil though human organizations, such as governments and religious establishments, what we may call 
systemic sin.  
We don’t talk about these ‘spiritual beings’ often anymore, we have shifted our language to call them 
other things: fear, greed, hunger, rage, lust, and so on. Yet still they remain, people make poor deci-
sions because these things live in their hearts. And when many people together listen to these primal 
instincts or demons (whatever name you call them by), they can commit atrocities, like war. 
Jesus calls us not to battle people, but to fight these ‘beings’ directly. By feeding the hungry, visiting 
the sick, dressing the naked, and bringing the outsider into the group, we defeat those things that 
cause division between people. Yes, there will be the exceptional person who, despite living a comforta-
ble life, will listen to the darkness in their heart. But I believe that if we lived in a world in which the 
vast majority of people are cared for in the way that Christ has called us to, those individuals would 
find little to no traction for forwarding their sins.  
Don’t give into the darkness in your soul, don’t let fear, greed, or any of the others influence your 
choices. Christ calls us to a life in which we put our trust in the Creator and we become the Creator’s 
blessing in others’ lives. When the world speaks violence, speak and live in love. 
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March 1      Zoom Bible Study, 7 pm 

March 3      Choir Practice             

March 2       Ash Wednesday 

March 4-5    Congregational Revitalization  

                                                             Work shop 

March 5       Kid’s Closet, 10-12 

March 6       1st Lenten Service at Hartville CoB  7  

March 9       Commissions & Exec. Comm Mtgs.  

March 12     Fellowship Hall Reserved 1-6 pm 

March 13     Crockpot Dinner (fundraiser for NYC) 

March 13     Lenten service at Center CoB, 7 pm 

March 13     Daylight Savings Time begins 

March 20     Lenten Service here at Springfield, 7  

March 27     Lenten Service at Eastwood, 7 pm  

April 3          Festival of Choirs, Mt. Pleasant, 7 pm 

April 9         Making Candy 

April 10       Palm Sunday, selling candy 

April 13       Commissions & Board Mtg. 

April 14       Love Feast 

April 17       Tulip Sunday,Sunrise Service, Brea k  

                                                               fast, Easter Service, selling candy 

April 24       Potluck dinner following church      

                    service 

Feb. 22, 2022 
 
“Let them turn away from evil and do good; 
    let them seek peace and pursue it” (1 Peter 3:11). 
     
General secretary David Steele invites the members, 
congregations, and districts of the Church of the 
Brethren into prayer for the crisis in Ukraine. 
 
According to media reports today, President Biden has 
announced that the United States considers Russia to have 
started to invade Ukraine. Russia declared two rebel-held 
parts of Ukraine as independent, and has sent into those 
areas some of the troops that it has been massing along the 
border. The President announced a first wave of financial 
sanctions that the US will carry out against Russia in re-
sponse. 
 
The Church of the Brethren raises up prayers for peace in 
concert with other Christians around the world, continuing 
to support the calls for peace in Ukraine from the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC) and the 
World Council of Churches (WCC). 
 
Called as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace; inspired by scripture; remembering the steadfast 
commitment to peacemaking expressed by our Annual 
Conference; and with deep concern and compassion for 
the people of Ukraine and Russia—civilians and soldiers 
alike—we pray:   
 
—That a diplomatic solution to this crisis will be found. 
 
—That Russia will remove its troops from the rebel-held 
areas of Ukraine and from its borders. 
 
—That Russia, the United States, NATO, and other Euro-
pean and world powers will not resort to warfare. 
 
—That every possible means are attempted to prevent es-
calation. 
 
—That the devastating threat of nuclear retaliation will be 
avoided at all costs. 
 
Joining with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, 
a partner communion in the NCC, we pray: 
 
“May God hear our loving petition and soften the hearts 
and minds of all, within and without Ukraine, during these 
dangerous times.”  
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Spiritual Practice: Reading in the Gray Zone. 
 

There is a strange dichotomy: the more our world becomes interconnected, the more discon-
nected we become. While this sounds counter-intuitive, it 
makes sense once scratch the service. In a world where we are 
less connected, we find ourselves interacting with those that 
live around us, whatever their views are.  

 
In a more connected world, we can tailor interactions to 

create a community that only agrees with our views, this is 
called ‘siloing.’ We can blame social and news media, but ulti-
mately they are designed to make money by maintaining our 
attention. We are to blame for allowing ourselves to build 
walls between us and those whom with we disagree. Take time 
this month to tear down those walls and see who is on the other side. Jesus calls us to be under-
standing with others, especially those that struggle in this world.  

 
One way to do so is to read books that straddle those walls, that looks at an 
issue from multiple points, one that understands that people can disagree and 
have honest reasons behind their arguments. I recommend Eula Bliss’s On 
Immunity: An Inoculation (2015). She is not arguing for the reader to be for 
or against, but asks them to consider complicated history of immunization in 
a broad way.  
 
In the last year, the topic of immunization has become a topic that creates 
loud and angry voices on both sides. 
As Bliss explores the history and 
psychology of inoculation, we are 
invited to understand the reasoning 

of those with whom we disagree. To be able to empathize 
with others is a gift and a command from Jesus, so find 
ways to stretch yourself out of the comfortable and hear 
the hearts of God’s children. 

  
 

 

 

Spring is Coming….Really! 
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What ever happened to… 
 

The 12 Apostles form the core of the Church, but they quickly disappear 
in the story of Acts, so it begs the question of what happened to them? 
Some of these are recoded in historical fact, others are legendary, which 
means that they are fictionalized but probably based on true stories.  
 
NOTE: To simplify, I’ll refer to “Tradition and Early Church Writers” 
as T&ECW. Though nearly all of the information below comes from 
them and can often be contradictory.  

 
Peter: According to snippets from the Bible, he spent some time in Judea and Antioch, and may have traveled 
to Corinth. T&ECW attest that he was executed by Nero in Rome around the year 64. 
Andrew: According to T&ECW, he preached around the Black Sea and introduced Christianity to what is 
modern day Ukraine, Russia, and Romania. The apocryphal book ‘Acts of Andrew’ (written in the 200s), 
claims he died in Patras, Greece on an X-shaped cross, now called the St. Andrew’s Cross.  
James: the Greater. Executed by Herod, Acts 12:2. 
John:  It is very unclear what happened to John. He may have died of old age in the year 98, or he may have 
been martyred years earlier. The Gospel of John, Letters of John, and Revelation are all attributed to him, 
ADD however even the writers who lived closest to John’s time disagreed about this. Most likely, he lived for 
a time in Ephesus, where his style of Christianity remained strong until the end of the Byzantine empire.  
Philip: According to T&ECW, he preached from modern day Syria to Greece, until being crucified along side 
Bartholomew in Hierapolis, they were hung upside down. Philip preached the crowd into letting Bartholomew 
go, but insisted that they leave him on the cross.  
Bartholomew: Called Nathaniel in John’s Gospel. Besides his time with Philip, some T&ECW claim that he 
went to western India, eventually dying there. Others place him in Armenia with Jude (Thaddeus). It is said 
that they converted the king of Armenia, but were executed for this by the king’s brother. 
Thomas: T&ECW claim that he went to western India, perhaps going as far as its southern tip. He may have 
been killed there, though some writings claim that he went as far as China, Indonesia, and even Paraguay! 
Matthew: also called Levi. It is unclear what happened after Pentecost, he may have been the author or the 
teacher of the author of the Gospel of Matthew. He may have executed by the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem or in 
Ethiopia.  
James:  the son of Alpheaus, may have been called James the Less. Unclear, though tradition claims he died 
on the cross in Egypt.  
Jude:  the Zealot, or Thaddeuas or Judas. Besides the legends that place him in Armenia, he is also said to 
have spread the Gospel throughout the the Near-East and northern Africa. He has said to have been beheaded 
in Beirut, Syria.  
Simon:  the Zealot or Canaanite. T&ECW place him as a partner with Jude, dying with him in Beirut. But 
there are also storied of him dying of old age, or being crucified in Samaria or near Lincolnshire, England. 
Matthias: who replaced Judas Iscariot. T&ECW say he preached and died in either the modern day countries 
of Georgia or Ethiopia. Though others claim that he remained in Jerusalem, where he either died of old age or 
was stoned. 
Paul: named Saul. His life and ministry is well documented in the Acts of the Apostles and his letters. Alt-
hough the exact details are unclear, it is believed that he was beheaded by the Romans between July of 64 and 
the year 66.  
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Social media 
Upcoming News  

Sunday service:  We are continuing to offer worship online by broadcasting directly on YouTube. 

 

How to watch: 

You can watch the worship live at 10:30 am on Sunday or the recording on our YouTube channel.  

Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw   

 

Or you can search for “Springfield Church of the Brethren” If you are able to subscribe, please do! 

You can also set it so it will tell you when we go live. 

 

Bible Study: We are now beginning a new study. Meeting time is Tuesday at 7:00 pm using Zoom, 

meeting will be open at 6:00 if you want to come early. 

               Direct Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?   

               pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09;   

                                 Meeting ID: 553 074 408; Password: agape 

                                                    Call-In: 1 312 626 6799, followed by Meeting ID 553 074 408 

                If you need assistance contact  Pastor Andrew (717-725-4695) 

 
******************************************************************************************************* 
The many ways to stay in the know with our happenings! 
 
       Facebook: www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB 

    New information is posted here; you don’t need to have an account to see the page. 
 
       YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw 

 Video of worship is uploaded here; Subscribe if you can for updates! 
 

 The audio version CD’s of the sermon are being mailed out to those requesting them.  

 

  Email:  Pastor Andrew sends out regular updates from his address. 

 The church office sends out regular prayer needs throughout the prayer chain 

      springfieldcob@gmail.com;  

      

Use this email to send prayer requests: springfieldprayers@gmail.com 

     Website: http://www.springfield-cob.com  —  Regularly updated, this a great way to keep in     

     the know! 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553074408?pwd=cjVacXN0RHdVc1Y2YTM2WFB4WXpqdz09
http://www.facebook.com/SpringfieldCOB
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPFzecAEgzFC0Q4LP6ix3pw
mailto:springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
http://www.springfield-cob.com/
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Springfield Church of  the Brethren 
3500 Albrecht Avenue, Akron, OH 44312 (330) 628-3058 

 Church email:  Springfieldcob@gmail.com 

               Church web address: Springfield-cob.com  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastor: Andrew Wenger  

Phone:  (717) 725-4695 

Email:  scob.andrew@gmail.com 

Pastor’s In-Office Hours:  Tues.– Fri. 

mornings, and by appointment 

 

Church Secretary: Beckie Ebie  

Church Office: 330/628-3058 

email: Springfieldcob@gmail.com 

Office Hours:  9:30 am—2 pm  

Tues, Thurs, Fri 

 

Sunday Hours  

of Worship: 

Sunday School, 9:30 am        

Worship, 10:30 am 

We Invite You 

 to join with us in the fellowship of a Christian 
family. 

 to join us in our journey to a deeper faith in our 
Lord Jesus 

 to strive with us to "Live for the Glory of God 
and our neighbor's good." 

mailto:Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Secretary/Desktop/Newsletters/Newsletter_past%20years/Website/aqua/aqua/index1.html
mailto:Springfieldcob@sbcglobal.net

